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ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEEDINGS AGAINST OFFICIALS
AND EMPLOYEES OF THE LAND REGISTRATION
AUTHORITY (LRA)

WHEREAS, on 13 July 2015, this Department issued Department Circular No. 34,
Series of 2015 placing the LRA under this Department's disciplinary jurisdiction;
WHEREAS, in issuing Circular No. 34, this Department adverted to the well-settled
jurisprudential principle that the power to appoint carries with it the power to
discipline or remove';
WHEREAS, in issuing Circular No. 34, this Department also placed the LRA on
similar footing as the Bureau of Immigration, an agency under the control and
supervision of this Department;
WHEREAS, in issuing Circular No. 34, this Department was operating under the
premise that the officials and personnel of the LRA, under Section 4 of the Property
Registration Decree2, as amended, were appointed by the Secretary of Justice;
WHEREAS, upon a review of the present structure of administrative laws, it has
become clear to this Department that the appointment of officials and personnel of
the LRA is no longer vested with the Secretary of Justice but with the Administrator
of the LRA;
WHEREAS, under Book IV, Chapter 6, Sections 29 and 30 of the Administrative
Code of 1987, the head of the bureau or office shall appoint personnel to all
positions in his bureau or office, in accordance with law, and shall have the authority
to discipline employees in accordance with the Civil Service Law;
Aguirre, Jr. v. de Castro, G.R. No. 127631, 17 December 1999
Presidential Decree No. 1529, AMENDING AND CODIFYING THE LAWS RELATIVE TO
REGISTRA7ION OF PROPERTY AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES, as amended by Executive Order No.
649, Series of 1981, REORGANIZING THE LAND REGISTRATION COMMISSION INTO THE NATIONAL
LAND TITLES AND DEEDS REGISIRATION ADMINISTRATION AND REGIONALIZING THE OFFICES OF
THE REGISTRARS THEREIN
3 Executive Order No. 292, as amended
I

2

1

WHEREAS, it has become apparent that based on the foregoing, Circular No. 34
has already lost its statutory basis;
NOW, THEREFORE, in view of the foregoing findings, this Department finds
justification in recalling Circular No. 34 insofar as it makes the administrative
proceedings against officials and personnel of the LRA cognizable by this
Department at the first instance. Thus:
Section 1. Circular No. 34 is hereby recalled and, pursuant to law and Civil Service
Rules and Regulations4, administrative proceedings shall now be cognizable at the
first instance by the LRA.
Section 2. The recall of Circular No. 34, however, shall be understood not to
prejudice the appeal or reconsideration to this Department, when applicable and
pursuant to relevant rules promulgated by the Civil Service Commission, of the
findings of the Administrator of the LRA in administrative proceedings.
Section 3. Within thirty (30) days from the effectivity of this Circular, the LRA shall
promulgated its own internal rules and regulations for the conduct of administrative
cases against its own officials and personnel. An official copy of the same shall be
provided for this Department.
Section 4. All administrative cases against officials and personnel of the LRA
already pending before this Department shall continue to be processed under
Circular No. 34 subject to appeal pursuant to the latter.
Section 5. Aside from Circular No. 34, all issuances, orders, rules, and regulations
or any part thereof which are inconsistent with this Circular are hereby repealed,
amended, or modified accordingly.
Section 6. if any provision of this Circular is declared invalid or unconstitutional, the
other provisions not affected thereby shall remain valid and subsisting.
Section 7. This Circular shall take effect immediately and shall be in force until
further orders.
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Including, among others, the Revised Rules on Administrative Cases in the Civil Service (RRACCS),
Civil Service Commission Resolution No. 1101502, 8 November 2011
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