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To the administrators, officials, employees of the Polytechnic
University of the Philippines (PUP)
Esteemed members of the faculty
The members of the graduating class of 2015
To their Parents and loved ones
Friends
Ladies and gentlemen:
Good morning!
I want to open my commencement message for you, the
Graduating Class of the Polytechnic University of the Philippines, by
congratulating you, your parents and all those who supported you,
including the PUP administrators, staff and faculty members, for
working together to successfully close this chapter in your young life.
There is absolutely no doubt about it: this has been a team effort.
Trust me when I say that you are here today, to officially be conferred
with your respective degrees, because there are people celebrating with

you today who believed, and continue to believe, in you and your bright
prospects for the future.
In fact, they could not all fit into this hail, because they number in
the millions. I count, of course, the Filipino people who, through their
taxpayers' money, helped fund your quality education, which is a leg up
that not many people had the privilege to obtain.
Let that fact be something that you will always remember and
bring with you wherever the future may take you because - spoiler alert!
- life can be tough, and there may come a time when you can use a
reminder that, no matter what life throws at you, there is someone who
knows you have what it takes to make it through.
I know, from experience, that there is no task too difficult that it
becomes impossible to perform, if there are people who believe in you.
As trite as it sounds, sometimes all it takes, for any limitation to cease
being a limitation at all, is someone to believe in you - even if it's you
yourself believing in your own capabilities.
Some people I encounter, and those I work with, seem to think I
am some sort of Super Woman. I don't know if that is truly the image I
have managed to project, but I myself sometimes wonder how I have so
far managed to battle through so many tough assignments, difficult
problems, controversial issues, and delicate and even dangerous
situations over the last five years. With little rest and sleep to boot.
However, whenever I have the rare luxury of time to think back
and reflect, I realize that I could never have done it alone, and the most
important support I have received comes from the people who believe in
me, especially the public who continue to repose their trust and
confidence in me and in my work and leadership in the Department of
Justice. That's the best and the most effective motivation and source of
inspiration. After all, as a public servant, if the public no longer trusts
and believes in you: what is the point?
Therefore, if there is one talisman you should bring with you as you
step into your future, my advice is that it be the knowledge that, no
matter how bleak the situation seems to be, there are people who believe

enough in you that that they made sure that you have the tools to help
see you through: one of them being a PUP Education.
To me, the operative word there, of course, is PUP.
Why? Because, I have to be honest with you, I have spoken in front
of graduating classes before —this year and in the past several years, in
universities and colleges all over the country, from Luzon to Mindanao but I knew, from the moment I received the invitation to be your
Commencement Speaker, that this experience would be different. Partly
because this is a State-funded university and, hence, all of you are
Iskolar ng Bayan, but also because, more importantly, kayo ay mga
Iskolar Para so Bayan.

The invitation says it all: what you received is a PUP education,
which is the instrument by which this esteemed, eleven decades-old,
public institution of knowledge sought to ensure that you, the
intellectually-gifted though perhaps economically-challenged youth, get
access to quality and relevant education, so that you, together, may fulfill
the PUP's mission and vision to see to it that education is used as a tool
for the overall development of our citizenry and for the enhancement of
nation-building.
This experience is unique for me because, when I step up in front
of you, I know that I am addressing people who are my equals and my
brethren in terms of our common commitment to nation-building.
Whereas public service and nation-building might be a secondary
concern of most other graduating classes, or by-products or the means to
achieving their primary goals to advance themselves in their chosen
fields, I know that PUP graduates are a whole different lot altogether:
aug pag-tLTlkld ug kapwa Pilipino at aug pcigtaguyod so Bayan ay
hindi rnga prayoridad no pwnapangalawa lamang so pansarili
ninyong hangarin, bagkus ang niga lyon mismo ang inyong hangarin.
Kaya naman, para so akin, itong pagkakataong makapugsalita
so harap ninyo ay hindi larnang para sa inyong kapakanan at personal
no ikauunlad, pero para rin so akin dahil pagkakataon ko ito upang
maibahagi so inyo aug ilan so aking mga natutunari at napagtanto, so
bob ng pitong taon kong pagsisilbi so Bayou.

I am fairly certain that this experience will be good for both of us.
Dahil lisa lang ang han gad natin. Kung di man tayo magkakasundo sa
ilang mga punto, mangingibabaw pa rin any malasakit at
pagmamahal natin sa Bayan. Kaya bakit hindi natin pakikinggan aug
isa't isa?

I know one of the sentiments that demonstrators or street
advocates hold is that they are not listened to by the powers-that-be.
But, guess what, in a few short years, you will be the powers-that-be.
You will inherit the leadership of this nation: problems, issues, Gorgian
knots and all. As important as it is to exercise your freedom of speech, it
is also just as important and imperative that you start to exercise and
develop your capacity to listen. Otherwise, we will be locked in a vicious
cycle where meaningful and potentially fruitful discussions are
prematurely aborted when things don't go a certain way - which is what
we most of all want to avoid when it comes to the ongoing Peace Process.
Because, sometimes, no matter how complicated discussions and
negotiations can be - the price of leaving it unfinished altogether is too
high to pay.
Things won't always go the way you planned. One of the best
graduation gifts you can give to yourself is not just to acknowledge and
accept this early on, but to use it your advantage. I know of people who
get stuck in the "what ifs" and the "if onlys". I am reminded of what

some people jokingly say: "Sana' ka nang 'sana'. Patay na si Sana."

While those people are still hung up on what could have been, you could
be moving on and making the best of the situation - perhaps finding that
it was all for the best all along.

Nothing is set in stone. And that is not necessarily a bad thing
because it means you can break away from the limitations in mentality
that bound the generations that came before.
If I had the power to change history and human mentality with a
snap of a finger, I would change people's thinking that money makes the
world go round.
People make the world go round.
People make things possible.
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I would want people to invest in other people. And, by that, I mean
to treat each other with justice, respect and good faith. How many times
do we hear the saying that, when we die, we can't bring our earthly
wealth with us to the grave? But the goodness, the friendship and
goodwill we show our neighbors and fellowmen can bring comfort to the
loved ones we leave behind. It is a gift that keeps on giving.
If I can change one other thing, it is the mentality that the greatest
sacrifice we can make in the name of our country, or for the sake of a
purpose, is to die for it; to go to war for it; to wreak destruction for it.
Dying for a cause is, indeed, a noble sacrifice. But, perhaps, we
should start thinking that the truly greatest contribution we can make is
to live long enough to make constructive contributions towards it, such
as by finding alternatives that don't involve violence because, as history
has taught us, violence begets more violence. Destruction buys us
nothing but losses and despair. I think this is an important, timely and
imperative shift and mentality that should take place, given what is
happening, not just in our country - especially as the fate of the
Bangsamoro People and the Bangsarnoro Basic Law both hang in the
balance in the aftermath of the tragic Mamasapano Incident —but also in
the world, with the rise of extremism and heinous acts of religious and
other forms of intolerance.
But much as I wish, I cannot change these things with a snap of a
finger. Ang inakakaya ko larnang ay ibaliagi ang mga hangcu'ing ito sa
susunod na Ilenerasyon: one youth or group of youths at a time.

That is why this time with you is precious to me.
I would also take this opportunity to recall to y ou that actions
speak louder than words. As loud as your words are, your positive,
concrete and constructive actions will reverberate and endure even
more.
Be part of the solution because, as wise as we adults sometimes
pretend to be, our own experience and age sometimes work against us.
As I had one other occasion to quote a business owner and an innovator
in his profession, "Experience is the greatest inhibitor of creativity and

innovation, because you learn from experience what NOT to do", but it's
"unbridled passion and ... fearlessness ... that allows you to create
something from nothing. That allows you to innovate" (Paul Heyman).
That is why we need you in the conversation, in the action, here
and now.
Those are the things that you can bring to the table - unbridled
passion, fearlessness, your intellect and your PUP education. Those are
what you can channel into action so you can achieve what we, the
generation who came before, were not able to accomplish to your
satisfaction, or to the degree you deserve.
I implore you to be a part of the discussion. Listen to us, observe
us, and learn from us, for these are the only way by which you might
perhaps avoid making the same mistakes that we made.
The same is true of your parents and loved ones. Listen to them,
even though, as adults, you may decide not to follow their advice
completely. At the very least, listen to them. That is their love and
concern pushing through.
I myself am a daughter, whose identity would be incomplete
without the guidance of my parents, especially my late father, who was
my role model in terms of integrity and commitment to public service.
To this day, I still look back to his advice and the experiences he shared,
and they still have the power to see me through the most difficult times
in this highly demanding and stressful job.
Therefore, when the PUP honors me with an honorary degree of
Doctor in Public Administration, you honor my father and all those I
learned from. So I thank the University and the Commission of Higher
Education for conferring upon me this honor.
However, the most concrete way I can show my appreciation is to
pay it forward: by attempting to share it with these bright, intelligent
and, most of all, patriotic youth, who are preparing themselves to step
into their respective future in front of our very eyes.
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My dear graduates: The world is your oyster. It is up to you how to
get to the pearl within: do you pry it open with a knife, do you break it
open with a rock, or coax it open with heat, or do you trade the oyster for
something you truly need - in the end, it is up to you.
All that we, your parents, loved ones and educators can do is to
support you and try to guide you. But we can't even do that, as little as it
is, if you don't let us.
Be better than us. Achieve greater than us.
Do not be afraid of pain or hard work. Nothing worth doing is ever
easy. Or, as Terry Good kind puts it, "if the road is easy, you're likely
going the wrong way."
Don't go the wrong way. You know the negative effects that greed
and corruption can create for a whole nation. Do not go down that path.
Find your meaning in something else other than money.
But, above all and no matter what you do, respect and do justice to
one another. That is the heart of everything: positive citizenly , nationbuilding, public service and of even having a fulfilling private life.
For doing me the honor of listening to me. Thank you very, very
much.
Now, go forth and make everyone proud of your PUP education.
Kayo aug tunay na pag-asa at pincikarnahalagang instrurnento
para maabot aug tunay na pagbabago.
God bless and Mabu hay!

