On the Occasion of the Philippine Association of Real Estate Boards (PAREB),
NCR-Luzon Joint Conference

July

18, 2015

KEYNOTE ADDRESS
by
LEILA M. DE LIMA

Secretary
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Friends, ladies and gentlemen:
A noted British writer wrote these timeless words, and I quote:

"Excellence ... always sells."
I began my short message to you today with those words for three
reasons.
First, because this is a gathering of professionals on a quest for higher
level of excellence.
Second, because this event is an endeavor of professionals who excel in
what they do.
Third, because in my book, when it comes to, quote-unquote,
no one beats a real estate professional.
'Pag bentahan ang pinag-usapan,

"selling" ...

number one kayo diyan.

Today, I come not to preach but to pay tribute. Nandito po ako hindi
para mangaral ... kundi magbigay parangal.
I come to honor you; to honor your profession;

and to honor your
valuable contribution to the life of our country and of countrymen.
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Let me begin my tribute by saying that you ... and I ... have something
very important ... in common. Meron pong isang bagay sa misyon ko at
saprojession ninyo na magkapareho.
Now, don't get me wrong. Baka isipin po ninyo na ang pinagka-pareho

nann ay dahil builder, appraiser or broker din ako.
Hindi po ako builder, appraiser or broker. At sa awa ng Diyos, hindi din
po ako ... broke.
At lalong hindi po ako broken-hearted.
Here is what we have in common. What your profession and my public
service mission have in common ... is that they are both about
..."dreams. " Pangarap.

Pareho tayong nagtatrabaho ... para sa pangarap ... ng kapwa nann
Pilipino.
Friends who are real estate professionals like you have made sure I
understand one important fact about you. They tell me that they really
are not in the business of selling.

"Hindi kami ahente," they would tell me.
They would then define for me what business you are exactly in. Here is
how they define it:
They said, "Leila, we are in the business of helping Filipino families ... of
helping them realize their dream".
Explain further, I asked.
Here's what they told me.
They said:
"The title to a piece of real estate represents
ownership of a property".

more than just the

"To them, that title represents the fruit of their labor; their sacrifices;
the time spent away from their family and loved ones as they toiled in
foreign soil."
"To them, that title to a piece of real estate represents dignity; it's the
symbol of their crossover from abject poverty to a more decent standard
of living."
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"To them, it represents triumph, personal and collective. It represents
achievement."
"To them, that title to a piece of real estate ... is what proves to one and
all ... na meron na silang narating ... sa buhay."
"... na natupad na ang isang ... mahalagang pangarap."
Ibig sabihin, dahil sa inyo, marami nang kapwa nating Pilipino ... ang
may narating na sa buhay.
Allow me to say, therefore, congratulations, PAREB. Congratulations
and thank you for a job ... very, very well done.
If the fulfillment of his cherished dream is the aspiration of the Filipino,
the death and betrayal of that dream is his worst fear.
You see, his dream is what lends strength to the Filipino. The dream is
what makes him face, buck and overcome the odds. It is what makes
him get up in the morning, look for fresh new opportunities and even
take serious risks.
His dream is priceless ... and to him it is worth every gamble.
I believe this is the reason why his dream is also what makes him
vulnerable.
Vulnerable to betrayal by those to whom he has entrusted its fulfillment.
Vulnerable to the exploitation by those who would capitalize on his firm
determination. Vulnerable to the wiles of those who would take
advantage of his willingness to risk it all ... for the sake of the dream.
The dream. A fountain of strength. A source of vulnerability.
I believe that such is precisely the reason why you, the pillars of the real
estate industry, are gathered here today.
As you examine new and better ways to excel in your profession, you
also take a serious look at how you can help our countrymen come
closer to fulfilling that dream of a lifetime - that chance to own the
homes that shelter them and their families.
You are their link to reputable developers who ensure that our
countrymen get value for money - for their very, very hard-earned
money. You are their bridge to financial institutions who would provide
them optimum credit at affordable rates. You are their guide as they
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wade through the tedious process of obtaining valid titles to that piece of
real estate they hope ... to one day ... call their own.
As such, you are the guardians of these processes.
As such, we pin our hopes on you - that you would ensure that each step
in these processes are protected from unscrupulous criminal minds who
would want to cheat, trick and put one over our countrymen.
Kayo ang dahilan kung bakit nagtitiwala kami sa mga prosesong ito.
From where I discharge my duties as a public servant, I have also
witnessed the cruelty of those who would take advantage of the
vulnerabilities of our countrymen.
This is very visible, for example, in our campaign against human
trafficking. In this crusade and in our bid to help the victims, I saw with
my own eyes the capability of evil men to exploit the Filipino's dream for
a better life.
Human trafficking syndicates feed them with false promises. Peddle to
them lies. Trap them into the hell of prostitution or of the drug trade
here and abroad.
They become victims because they were willing to take risks ... and
because there are evil men who would take advantage of that
willingness.
Speaking of evil men, the most obvious and the most pernicious of that
ilk, of course, are those who, after being entrusted with the Filipino's
faith and confidence, trample on the people's hopes and dreams,
proving that their promises have been lies, and, instead, make use of
their power and influence to drain the lifeblood of the State and
prostitute the welfare of those they are sworn to serve for their own
personal gain. To the corrupt politicians and public officials, the
Filipino people are merely the means to an end, to be used and taken
advantage of so that they may rise to the highest echelons of power and,
from there, gather even more power and even more wealth.
It is a delusion to believe that their greed and hunger for power has
limits. The more they have, the more they want.
Sila ang mga politikong parasitiko - ang sanhi at nagkakalat ng
epidemya ng korapsyon sa ating gobyerno.
Na, kung sila ay
mailuluklok muli sa kapangyarihan,
ay sis ira at babawi sa mga
nakamit na nating pagbabago, at magbabalik nanaman sa atin sa
isang gobyernong
pinatatakbo
ng kroniyismo,
nepotismo,
at
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pananamantala
sa pondo at mga transaksyon ng bayan, tulad ng
personal na pagkita sa mga kontrata para sa pagpapagawa
at
pagpapatayo ng mga gusaling pambayan, at pati na pagbebenta sa
mga lupaing pagmamay-ari ng iba.
The corrupt will be the destruction of this beautiful nation of ours, and it
will bring down even the hardest working professionals, such as
yourselves, by once again shrouding our nation beneath the mantle of
uncertainty
and impunity, resulting in an unhealthy business
environment.
As Karl Kraus once said, "Corruption is worse than
prostitution. The latter might endanger the morals of an individual, the
former invariably endangers the morals of the entire country."
Kung pera lang ang nanakawin,
kalimutan.

madali pa sanang patawarin

at

Pero kung ang pangarap ng Pilipino ang sisirain, teka - ibang usapan
,
yan.
Diyan ninyo ako huwag na huwag susubukan.
Dahil ... diyan tayo magkakasukatan.
His dream is the Filipino's most-prized possession.
You and I must protect it. We must promote it. We must work together
to help bring him closer to its realization.
To many, buying a home and the piece of land on which it stands is,
perhaps, the biggest purchase decision they will ever make.
This is because that decision would usually involve all of one's savings
plus whatever he can borrow from a bank or a relative.
You are the people who stand by our countrymen as they make this big
purchase decision. I guess, that makes you more than just businessman.
In my book, the person who stands beside another as the latter makes a
life-changing decision ... is a friend.
For our part, in the Department of Justice, we will continue to work
towards helping preserve the integrity of your business from the blight
of various criminal syndicates, such as those involved in land-grabbing
through, among others, dealing in fake land titles and those engaged in
other real estate and housing scams. In this endeavor, we will put to use
the combined forces of our attached agencies, such as the Land
Registration Authority, and our investigative and prosecution arms,
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namely, the National Bureau of Investigation
Prosecution Service (NPS), respectively.

(NBI) and the National

I only ask that you continue being faithful to the fiduciary duty you owe
to your clients. Yours is more than a profit-driven profession, but one
that calls for integrity and transparency. For, as I have said, you are the
protectors of their hopes and dreams, and I trust that you will not
sellout the life, security, safety and well-being of your clients for any
amount of pecuniary or worldly advantage.
PAREB stands for standards better than that. You are better than that.
I wish you all the best as you carry out this conference. You have
designed this to be an occasion to take another step forward in the quest
for professional excellence.
You want to be the best in the region. You want to be among the best in
the world.
Here's what I will tell you.
There is, perhaps, one thing that other real estate professionals in other
parts of the world would find difficult to do - it would be very hard to
beat you in one field where the Filipino real estate professional truly
excels.
That is in the field of ... building meaningful friendships.
Any person who would part with hard-earned money to purchase a
dream ... would hand that money over only to one whom he trusts. He
would buy only ... from one whom he believes to be a friend.
That, ladies and gentlemen, is the Filipino real estate professional.
Kayo 'yun. Kayo ang kaibigan nila. Ang pinagkakatiwalaan

nila.

Thank you for striving to achieve higher levels of excellence in your
profession.
And, thank you for being a friend of the Filipino.
Maraming salamat at magandang

hapon po sa inyong lahat!
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