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 A bright and happy morning to all of you, partners in the 
advertising industry, members of the media and colleagues in 
government.  There is reason for us to be happy today, because 
there is so much to hope for our nation.  Today, we have chosen to 
take part in this momentous event to celebrate the month of the 
Child by affirming our commitment to uphold and protect the rights 
of the child. 
 

To be a child is to live life on faith, and faith alone:  faith in 
parents or guardians, in society, in the government and, yes, faith in 
the Social Contract.  Our children have little choice but to depend 
on us, adults, to do right for them and by them.   

 
Unfortunately for them, we do not always succeed.   
 
In the words of a well-known author, “All parents damage their 

children. It cannot be helped. Youth, like pristine glass, absorbs the 



 

- 2 - 

prints of its handlers.  Some parents smudge, others crack, a few 
shatter childhoods completely into jagged little pieces, beyond 
repair.”1  What that quote says about parents is just as true about 
the role society and the government plays in a child’s development.  
We, public servants and other duty-holders, can make or break a 
child’s future without ever having met them.  The only thing that’s 
missing, each time a child is born, is an accompanying label that 
says “Priceless:  Handle with Care.” 
 

That is the precise weight of our responsibility.  A 
responsibility that is lent even more gravitas by the fact that 
children are some of the most disenfranchised members of society 
who, more often than not, are not given adequate attention to merit 
their healthy growth as a most valued resource of any society. With 
little power and influence in the community, children, in many 
cases, are not heard, their little voices a mere whisper amidst the 
din of adult dominance and neglect, their cries for help unheard.   

 
But technology, truly, has the capacity to be the great equalizer.  

Through social media, children and the youth are quickly finding 
their voice, and along with that, their power in this society.  As of 
February 11, 2011, for example, the thirty-year reign of 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak was no more, following a 
revolution that is widely acknowledged to owe its success, in no 
small measure, to the so-called “April 6 Youth Movement,” an 
Egyptian Facebook group. 

 
Great equalizer or not, technology and the whole slew of new 

modes of communication it brings with it, raise their own set of 
problems, especially in relation to children.  The issue, for instance, 
of “regulation and self-regulation” gains a whole new dimension.  
We not only need to consider regulating the information that 
children are exposed to, or how children are portrayed as the 
subjects of information, we must also consider the wisdom of 
regulating what and how children communicate, given their own 
growing capacity as very able purveyors of information.  This, I 
believe is a topic of present and future interest that we would do 
well to consider as early on as possible. 

                                                 
1
 Mitch Albom in his book entitled “The Five People You Meet in Heaven.” 
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In any case, whether issues be novel or long-standing, we have 

in our favor long-established policies to guide as along. 
 

 
State Policy on Children  
  
 The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, 
could not have put it more aptly when it acknowledged that 
“Mankind owes to children the best that it has to give.” Children 
should not only live devoid of abuse, neglect or oppression but must 
achieve the best quality of life afforded to them. They must develop 
and achieve their full potential in a comfortable and protective 
environment with full government support and a community that 
cares.     
  
 Our Constitution provides that “the state recognizes the vital 
role of the youth in nation-building and shall promote and protect 
their physical, moral, spiritual, intellectual and social well-being.”  
It further provides that the state shall defend “the right of children 
to assistance, including proper care and nutrition, and special 
protection from all forms of neglect, abuse, cruelty, exploitation and 
other conditions prejudicial to their development.” 
  
 This state policy, recognizing children's right to special 
protection, had been translated into several legislative enactments 
such as “The Child and Youth Welfare Code (Presidential Decree 
No. 603) as amended, Republic Act No. 7610 otherwise known as 
“Special Protection of Children Against Abuse, Exploitation and 
Discrimination Act”, Republic Act No. 7658 otherwise known as “An 
Act Prohibiting the Employment of Children Below 15 Years of Age” 
and other related laws. 
 
 
Issues on Child Protection 
 
 There are, however, emerging challenges that calls for 
definitive action to protect our children in light of the following 
developments: 
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1. the increasing number of Filipino children who have 
become vulnerable to abuse, neglect, exploitation and 
violence due to poverty, migration, parents working 
overseas  and other socioeconomic issues.  For the past 
year, around 18,000 cases of reported child abuse are 
lodged with our prosecution offices.  This  number  could 
be definitely greater if we are to include unreported cases; 

 
2. the growing complexity of child protection issues in our 

country, as raised by the Committee on the Rights of the 
Child, in its 2005 Concluding Observations on the Second 
Philippine Country Report in the implementation of the 
Convention of the Rights of the Child, the Philippines 
being signatory to that Covenant;  

 
3. the extreme necessity to take decisive action by giving 

importance to law enforcement as a crucial component of 
the overall approach to children protection; 

 
4. the need to intensify efforts on timely and adequate 

investigation and prosecution of violations of the rights of 
children and the protection and provision of assistance to 
children victims through the legal and judicial processes; 
and 

 
5. the need to improve efforts for a comprehensive approach 

in handling cases of abuse, exploitation and 
discrimination through a strengthened partnership and 
clarification of roles and seamless coordination among 
agencies. 

 
 
 The Committee for the Special Protection of Children (CSPC) 
was created by virtue of Executive Order No. 275 by then President 
Fidel V. Ramos but was strengthened with the issuance of Executive 
Order No. 53 by President Benigno S. Aquino III.  Its role is 
grounded on the effective coordination and monitoring  of cases 
involving child abuse and exploitation.   
  
 The CSPC works in an interagency capacity, headed by the 
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Secretary of Justice and the Secretary of Social Welfare and 
Development.  Its member agencies and bodies include the 
Commission on Human Rights, the Departments of Foreign Affairs, 
Labor and Employment, Tourism, the Interior and Local 
Government, Health and Education; while the Council for the 
Welfare of Children serves as the Committee’s Secretariat.  
Emphasizing its functions to enforce laws protecting children's 
rights, other members include the Bureau of Immigration, National 
Bureau of Investigation, Philippine National Police, and the 
National Prosecution Service.  We also value our partner members 
from the private sector namely ECPAT-Philippines, Child Protection 
Unit Foundation and the Philippine Inter-Faith Network for 
Children.  
 
 The comprehensive program for child protection which calls 
for “Building a protective and caring environment for Filipino 
children” is the centerpiece of the CSPC programs.  This program 
aspires for a protective and caring environment for children which 
should be able to permeate all societal levels and institutional 
settings – family, school, church, mass media, justice system, local 
community and the larger society.  The comprehensive program for 
child protection is our response to the growing need of protecting 
children by employing cross-cutting strategies and interventions 
that includes building partnerships with institutions, existing 
structures and mechanisms.  
  
 Today's activity is about bringing together the mandate of 
government and the private sector's responsibility to protect our 
children from abuse and violence.   
 
 
Children and the Media 
  

I have been informed that this is the first time that members of 
the media, particularly advertisers and the government, have 
gathered to discuss child protection issues and share insights on 
what strategies to undertake with respect to their roles and 
responsibilities. 
 
 I believe that advertising and the media are essential cogs in 
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enlivening the country's economy.  Billions of pesos are generated in 
advertising annually thereby increasing business and employment 
opportunities.   The positive impact of advertising could not be 
further overemphasized as we see the evidence around us. 
 
 But we could not disregard the fact that media and advertising 
has also its downside.   If left unchecked, it can bring about negative 
impact.   
 
 In a report of the American Academy of Pediatrics,                                                                                                                           
pardon me for citing a foreign source, “young children—younger 
than 8 years—are cognitively and psychologically defenseless 
against advertising. They do not understand the notion of intent to 
sell and frequently accept advertising claims at face value.”    
 
 Responsible communication in advertising is a must when 
dealing with children.  I am sure that your protective instincts as 
parents will very well guide you into coming up with the correct 
judgment for the best interest of the child.   
 
 The event title:  Children & Media: Responsible 
Communication,  “Regulation and Self-Regulation” signifies  
voluntary participation of the private sector to work alongside 
government in promoting children's rights.  And I am happy to note 
that media itself has decided to take on the responsibility of 
enforcing the standards of behavior among its members.  This is the 
essence of good governance - when people account for their actions. 
 
 Regulation for the media?  This is a debatable question 
especially when we talk of the individual right to freedom of 
expression.  But there is also the question of exercising one's right 
as against the state's obligation to protect. 
 
 Self-Regulation?  Again, the initiative of the advertising 
industry to look into issues of self-regulation is admirable indeed.  I 
am confident, that with the high standards of behavior you employ 
among your members, we, in government are assured of utmost 
cooperation from you in carrying out our duty to protect and 
develop our most precious resources – our children. 
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 Whether it be regulation or self-regulation, or some optimal 
combination of the two, we must make no mistake, one thing is 
certain:  it is critical that media practitioners realize the impact they 
have, not just on government action, but on the very welfare of 
Filipino children en masse. 
 
 Harsh, sensationalized portrayal in media reports of children, 
who have had the misfortune of coming in conflict with the law, has 
helped spark calls for an amendment to the Juvenile Justice and 
Welfare Act to lower the age of criminal liability once again.  They 
have been cast in the role of barbarous villains, who apparently have 
enough understanding of the legal system to have knowingly and 
wilfully taken advantage of the so-called “immunity” it has accorded 
them. 
 
 By the sheer influence of a few choice words, or few video clips 
or the mere manner by which sentences are phrased or put together 
– which created the impression that the law should be blamed for 
the alleged increased criminality of Filipino children – we are now 
in danger of taking a step back, not forward in the fight to protect 
our children.   
 
 Have we forgotten why the law was enacted in the first place?  
It was enacted because our heart bled for children, who were as 
young as nine years old, languishing in prison with all prospects of a 
promising future all but stripped from them.  We felt it was wrong.  
We saw children as victims, not just of abusive adults, but of the 
very circumstances and punishments that society levelled upon 
them.   
 

So we fought to change things, and we succeeded.  
 
Yet now, merely five (5) years later, there are calls to regress 

back to the way it was before.  Have we lost sight of what is 
important?  Are we so afflicted with apathy and sloth that we would 
rather punish the children for our own failure to create a nurturing 
environment from them? 

 
We, as public servants, as advocates for the welfare of children, 

and as members of the Committee on the Special Protection of 
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Children, cannot condone such an injustice.   
 
In fact, I have but one challenge to anyone who proposes to 

lower the age of criminal liability, may he or she be a parent or not, 
a media practitioner or a legislator, a representative of the public or 
the private sector.  I dare such person to go out into the streets, or to 
any school, or any house, orphanage or hospital, or even to a 
detention facility and, once there, look into the eyes of any child he 
or she may find there, and say without hesitation that “this child is 
irredeemable,” or that “this child has absolutely no hope for a 
productive future” and, thus, “must be cast into a penitentiary and 
there spend the rest of his or her childhood, if not life.”  If anyone in 
his right mind and possessed of a beating heart can say those words 
with utmost conviction, then, perhaps, we can talk about lowering 
the age of criminal liability. 

 
Nothing will change the fact, however, that we are supposed to 

be the champion of these vulnerable members of our community, of 
our family.  Yes, their champions, not their judge, jury and 
executioner. 

 
 

Closing  
  
 It is said that the maturity of a society is measured by how well 
it treats children.  If that is so, then I fervently believe that we, 
Filipinos, are, in essence, a fairly mature people.   
 

For all our shortcomings, we treasure our children.  Parents, 
regardless of where they stand on the economic spectrum, do what 
they can to give their children the best shot at a bright future.  
Poorer families, in order to secure for their children that bright 
future – particularly through providing them a good education – are 
more than willing to make sacrifices.  Show me a family that has at 
least one member who left the comforts of home to become an 
Overseas Filipino Worker, and you’ll likely find at least one child 
being put through school.   

 
But, as I said, we don’t always get it right.  Looking at the 

number of children that have become victims of human trafficking 
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and abuse – physical, sexual, economic, emotional or otherwise – or 
have been used as couriers for drug trafficking and other criminal 
activities, it is plain to see that we still have a long way to go in 
creating an environment fit for our children. 
 

Children as the most vulnerable members of society who do 
not have powers to wield nor the voice to be heard, need to have 
champions.  The state as the guardian of the people's rights has to 
be their champions.  And the state includes all of us, the citizens.  
And who can be more powerful, among the citizenry, than those 
who have the privilege of being part of the Fourth Estate? 
 
 I, therefore, extend my hand in partnership with you and 
together let us work for an environment fit for Filipino children.  Let 
us be their champion.  In this world, we will probably never hold a 
nobler role. 
  
 Thank you and Godspeed.   
 


