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Good afternoon to all of you!

I am honored to be a part of this momentous event, and
stand witness to the signing of a covenant that would effectively
bind important players in the private and business sectors to
virtually the same commitments that the public sector has
made: the reformation of our justice system. To start,
therefore, I laud the Financial Executives Institute of the
Philippines (FINEX) for its foresight and wisdom in recognizing
how important a sound and healthy justice system is to the
progress of our nation as a whole.

I, for myself, subscribe to the belief that justice is absolute;
that an outcome is either just or unjust, and that there can be



no logically consistent middle ground. Anything else that
appears to straddle the line was, in all probability, arrived at by
making compromises arid concessions that have nothing or
little to do with considerations of what is ultimately just.

This, I also believe, is why there is this growing clamor
among the populace for reforms in our justice system. For
every unjust outcome to a dispute, each one of us cannot help
but think, whether consciously or not, that, once again, our
justice system has been prostituted and that legitimate rights
have been used as currency to purchase the advancement of
personal interests.

We take it personally, as we very well should. For when
justice is compromised, there are no winners, not even any of
the party-litigants, for as Martin Luther King, Jr. once said,
"Justice denied anywhere diminishes justice everywhere."

Though it's hard to point out and sum up all the things we
lose with a flawed justice system, the wise and insightful
reminder that "peace and justice are two sides of the same coin"
(Dwight Eisenhower) is a good start.

It -isnever a healthy state of mind for the populace to keep
yearning for, yet feel constantly denied, true and complete
justice, for it is reflective of the state of the nation itself. To
paraphrase the words of a historic leader of one of the oldest, if
not the oldest, democracy in the world, when nations wish to
be just it is a sign that they are no longer strong (Sir Winston
Churchill).

In essence, therefore, when the people start to plead for
justice as a single voice, government leaders and public
servants would do well to listen, or they will find themselves
presiding over a broken nation.
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We, in the Department of Justice, are acutely aware of the
flaws of the present set-up of our justice system, particularly
our criminal justice system. Believe it or not, we have, at times,
also felt victimized by the imperfections that mar its integrity.
This is why I could fully understand where your organization
and your advocacy are coming from.

The fight for justice transcends all divide. This is a fight
that everyone has to get in on - whether we belong to the public
or private sector, whether we are rich or poor, whether we are
currently involved in a legal dispute or not - because the
reformation of the Philippine Justice System is a shared
responsibility.

I can see from the track that FINEX is taking that you
understand this idea of shared responsibility quite well. It is
not lost to me that hundreds of finance executives all over the
country are now launching their Citizens Groups' Covenant for
Judicial Reforms just as the Philippine government, under the
leadership of President Benigno S. Aquino III himself, has
launched the Philippine Development Plan, whose integral
parts include the government's commitments to strengthen the
Rule of Law and to decisively curb corruption in government
through, among others, encouraging citizen participation.

As you may all very well know, the plan of action for
President Aquino's administration is based on the belief that if
the government is seen as hold up its part of the Social Contract
in good faith, then the private sector would be moved, not just
to placing its trust and confidence in the leadership, but also
into taking positive steps to help the government achieve our
most desired ends - peace and prosperity.

The parallelism between the commitments under the
Philippine Development Plan and the Citizens Groups'
Covenant for Judicial Reforms is not lost on me. Both
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documents embody recognition for the need to address delays
in the delivery of justice and the resolution of cases through,
among others, the computerization of court dockets, and for the
need to improve the selection process for judges, justices and
other personnel involved in the Philippine Justice System.
Both also see the problem of prevalent corruption as being
closely related and, perhaps, even at the very heart, of the
malady afflicting the justice system. Both, too, devote
substantial discussion on the commitments that are needed to
be made in order to resolve these problems.

Clearly, therefore, we are on the same page. Thus, I am
inclined to take this event as an example of the first victories of
the Philippine Development Plan. In a fight that promises to be
as tough, contentious and drawn-out as the fight to reform the
justice system, we need to acknowledge and be thankful for
every achievement.

But we all know that this is just the beginning.

Words are wind.

Action is the true measure of our commitment.

Round two, the follow-through round, is the next key step.

For this stage, we all need to display enormous willpower.
Our desire to reform our ailing justice system must be greater
than the desire of those who take advantage of its flaws and
loopholes to maintain the status quo.

And they will attempt to hold on to power. This we can all
anticipate. But the government's political will and the private
sector's sense of social responsibility must prove to be greater
than the acts of self-preservation of the few and corrupt.
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In the Department of Justice, we are determined to grit
our teeth against any and all oPposition to reforms. We have
taken steps to reform the Philippine Justice System by
initiating reforms from within the Department. We have,
among others, launched a Code of Conduct for prosecutors and
established an Internal Affairs Unit that is dedicated to
investigating complaints against our own officials, towards the
end of weeding out the corrupt from our ranks. We have also
reconstituted critical Task Forces in the National Prosecution
Service (NPS) in the hopes of infusing dynamism into the
service, which will hopefully translate into faster disposition of
pending cases, especially those imbued with national interest.
We are modifying and improving the NPS Rules, Particularly
the rules on preliminary investigation. Along with the Supreme
Court, we are re-examining the "probable cause" standard as
the threshold in the ffiing of formal charges in court.

We are also taking steps to address aspects in our
operations that have, in the past, become prone to misuse, if
not outright abuse. We are determined to make sure that the
merits system is the basis for the hiring and promotions in our
Department, and that the laws and regulations applicable to
government procurement are strictly followed. We have also
instituted internal mechanisms to ensure that the authority of
the Department, such as in the issuance of hold departure and
watch list orders, are exercised with circumspect, within the
parameters of the Constitution and case law.

These are more than just commitments on our part, by
this time. They are positive actions we have already taken, and
will continue to maintain and add to as we go along.

This is an enormous challenge we have laid out for
ourselves, we cannot accomplish much if we work in isolation.
In the spirit, therefore, of mutual cooperation between the
private and public sector, we not only pledge to FINEX our
support for YOurefforts to help reform the Philippine Justice
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System, we also invite you to share with us your proposals for
meaningful change. My office is always open to all ideas andcontributions.

Thank you, once again, for inviting me to be a part of this
milestone event. May time and our actions prove that, on this
day, representatives of both the public and private sectors
together did something amazing for our nation and our people.

Thank you and may God bless us and our advocacy.
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