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Good morning to all of you.

First of all, allow me to thank the National Youth Commission, for
organizing this event. The violence, abuse and humiliation which characterize
the problem of hazing are an intolerable plague on our young people. No
student should ever have to submit to punches, blows, bruises and the risk of
death, just so that he can be accepted into an organization. No young person
should ever have to put up with slurs, insults, abasement and verbal abuse,
just so that she can be acknowledged by her seniors and peers.

Hazing is an affront to the decency of any civilized society. It is an
obscenity which must be stamped out. Since its consequences are so severe
for our young people, I am gratified to know that the National Youth
Commission remains heavily invested in this issue.

Let me also thank the legislators (or their representatives) who are here
today, from the House of Representatives and the Senate. Their presence here
emphasizes the fact that anti-hazing and anti-violence laws are an important
first step in dealing with hazing. But there must also be mechanisms in place
for their effective implementation.
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To all of you here today, thank you for your commitment of time,
energy, expertise and focus.

Whether we belong to the executive, legislative or judicial departments
of government, or whetherwe belong to civil society, the academe, the media,
private enterprise, or other segments of society, all of us have a stake in
bringing the pernicious practice of hazing to an end. We all have a stake in
ensuring that our young people have the freedom and latitude to become their
best and brightest selves, free from abuse and humiliation, and safe from
those who would visit injury and death upon their neophytes. So, thank you to
all of you, for being here today.

The campaign to bring an end to hazing has been going on for a long
time. An important milestone took place in 1995, when Republic Act No.
8049 or the Anti-Hazing Law entered into force. The passage of this law was
motivated by the fact that young people were continuing to suffer abuse,
injury, disfigurement and death at the hands of those that they would call
brothers or sisters. The situation was intolerable. As a result, the legislature
stepped in and passed the Anti-Hazing Law, in order to create a more robust
framework for preventing and punishing hazing.

The passage of this law was a significant step, but the journey remains
long and arduous. Hazing-related injuries and abuse have continued to be
suffered by our young people. The corpses of dead neophytes have continued
to pile up, and the loved ones they left behind continue to raise their
anguished cries for justice and accountability. We must do more.

Today, we will be hearing about developments and proposals aimed at
giving the Anti-Hazing Law more weight and more teeth. One such
development is the creation of a government inter-agency task force, which
will take the lead on all government actions designed to implement the Anti-
Hazing Law. This task force is chaired by the Department of Justice. Its
members include the Department of National Defense, Department of
Interior and Local Government, Commission on Higher Education, Armed
Forces of the Philippines, Philippine National Police, National Youth
Commission and Office of the President.

Why does this Task Force matter? It matters because the government
can more effectively implement the Anti-Hazing Law if its different bodies act
in complementary ways. We can learn from the successful outcomes and
setbacks of the various agencies. We can harness the government's collective
expertise, experiences and insights. We can avoid actions which are
redundant or conflicting. These benefits will allow the government to get
more done, in less time, and using fewer resources.
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I am very much looking forward to this morning's activities. In the spirit
of discussion and consultation, kindly allow me to offer a few points regarding
hazing. These points fall under the broader topics of knowledge and
transparency.

Knowledge is key in order for us to truly put an end to hazing. On the
part of students, it is clear that they need to be made more aware of their
rights and obligations under the Anti-Hazing Law. This knowledge must be
imparted to them as soon as they enter the academic institution or even
earlier. We know that some organizations begin to recruit applicants and
neophytes as soon as the first day of class. We must get the right information
to our young people early enough, before it's too late.

To operationalize this, schools must set up the necessary information
dissemination programs. The Anti-Hazing Law must feature prominently and
regularly in all welcome seminars, student orientations and other relevant
school events. Schools should partner with government and law enforcement
agencies, as well as civil society and other entities, to ensure that their
information campaigns are timely, concrete, relevant, accurate and effective.

To support these efforts, wider events such as conferences and seminars
must be held, to give the academe, students, government, civil society and
other groups, opportunities to disseminate, discuss, consult on and take
action relating to hazing.

Schools must also increase and enhance their access to relevant
knowledge. It is clear that they need more detailed information about the
organizations which recruit from among their students. Enforcement of the
rules is severely weakened if schools don't even know which organizations are
recruiting, who the officers of these groups are, how they go about their
recruitment, and who make up their list of members.

To address this need for knowledge, schools must maintain a system for
registering and accrediting fraternities, sororities and other organizations.
Relevant, updated and complete information must be recorded. These groups
and their officers must be afforded the full measure of their freedom to
associate, while also being regularly reminded of the liabilities which attach if
they carry out hazing.

Schools must also create channels for students to report instances of
hazing. There has to be a way for people to submit this kind of information to
the school, without exposing them to retribution or harassment from an
organization or its individual members.
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In addition to knowledge, transparency is also vital. Hazing is like a
fungus which spreads rapidly and grows unchecked, if allowed to remain in
the dark, underground, away from the disinfecting power of the sun. Secrecy
empowers the abusers. Concealment and enforced silence emboldens them.
We must force initiations back out into the open, so that these rites will not be
susceptible to power-tripping, abuse, humiliation and hazing ..

One way to operationalize transparency is by requiring organizations to
use designated open areas for all their recruitment activities and initiation
rites. Hazing is much less likely to happen if proceedings are open and visible,
to neutral, third party observers and school officials. If an organization
refuses, and it conducts its proceedings in a closed venue,.this can be used as
prima facie evidence for violations of the Anti-Hazing Law. Such a
presumption can be embodied in an amendment to the law.

Let me end by mentioning one of the other tragedies that hazing creates.
Hazing perverts our young people and thereby undermines the basic fabric of
our society. Hazing teaches the lesson that physical violence and other abuse
are an acceptable way to treat subordinates and other individuals. It teaches
that it is okay to submit to humiliation and violence for now, since you will get
your chance to inflict the same abuse and injuries on future neophytes.
Hazing perpetuates a cycle of violence. The victims of past abuse, who survive
the initiation, may become the future abusers. It is a truly despicable and
disgraceful practice.

That is why I am thankful for events such as this one, which are aimed
at finally bringing an end to hazing. May we have an illuminative and fruitful
discussion today. Again, good morning to all of you.
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