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Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Good morning!

I wish to welcome the delegates from the member countries of the
ASEAN. A very warm welcome to the delegation from Negara Brunei
Darussalam, the Kingdom of Cambodia, the Republic of Indonesia, the
Lao People's Democratic Republic, Malaysia, the Republic of the Union
of Myanmar, the Republic of Singapore, the Kingdom of Thailand, the
Socialist Republic of Vietnam and, of course, our own participants from
the Republic of the Philippines.

It is our honor to be your hosts for this 1hMeeting of Senior
Officers on the Treaty on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters,
particularly because the attendance of esteemed Senior Officers, such as
yourself, demonstrate your respective countries' commitment to
honoring, not just the mutual undertakings our nations have made to
one another, but honoring the very spirit of legal cooperation from which
the Treaty was born. Hence, we were more than happy to offer to host



this Meeting to show the Philippines'strong commitment for the effective
and successful implementation of the ASEAN MLAT.

Truthfully, it responds to the Philippine Government's very strong
desire to be instrumental in bringing forth, and nurturing a positive and
sYnergistic atmosphere of cooperation in our region. In a world that is
growing ever smaller, and in a time when human activities and,
consequently, human problems bleed across borders, there is nothing
more reassuring to a country that values peace and order, justice and
human rights, freedom and the fulfillment of our greatest potentials,
than knowing that our geographic neighbors, our closest allies, our
brothers and sisters in history and experience, those with whom we will
undoubtedly forge a shared and interconnected future, are one with us,
not just in principle, but also in concrete and tangible ways.

Speaking of being one in concrete and tangible ways. I would like
to take this opportunity to express our whole nation's deepest gratitude
to my ASEAN brothers and sisters for graciously extending a helping
hand to the Philippines in the aftermath of super Typhoon Yolanda, with
the international name Haiyan. Yolandaleft widespread damage across
the country, claimed thousands of lives and left families homeless,
hungry, injured and traumatized. With all humility, I admit that no
amount of money, action or words can ever repay your kindness and
generosity. Please allow me, however, to simply thank you. Thank you.
Maramingsalamatpo.

In a time when our people were, and are still, experiencing both
personal and collective grief - especially in those few hours, when we
were reeling from everything that had happened, and were faced with the
dawning realization of the extent of the fatalities and damage done to our
nation, as well as of the Herculean challenge of bringing relief to our
people and rebuilding from the state that Yolanda had left us - the swift
and unequivocal support we received from you were some of the
strongest rays of hope that shone in the midst of such bleak reality.

Know that your material assistance, aid and support are
helpingsurvivors rebuild their lives, but your kindnesshas gone a long
way towards rebuilding their spirit and their will to live as well.

You, by your acts, have proven true my long-held belief that what
we all have in common - our capacity for compassion, our respect for the
right to life, our very humanity - far outweigh whatever perceived
differences there may be between us, which, in the ultimate analysis, I
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truly believe will prove to be fleeting and artificial. We are more alike
than we know and realize, even now.

I know, for a fact, that you all share this sentiment. Because, if not,
none of us would be here today. Precisely, we are here because we know
that we face the same problems and we now hope to find common
solutions.

A journalist once noted that "It might be a good idea if the various
countries of the world would occasionally swap history books, just to see
what other people are doingwith the same set of facts" (Bill Vaughan).

That last phrase is key to why we are here today: in everything that
is important, we are operating under the same set of facts: we are
freedom- and peace-loving nations, who deplore lawlessness and hope to
bring criminal elements to justice and, ultimately, put an end to various
forms of criminal activities that threaten our peaceful and free existence.
We are here, with the goal of sharing best practices and other
experiences in the implementation of this Treaty because we know that
there is always a common point of reference and, thus, there are always
valuable lessons we can learn from each other.

Today's Meeting is expected to end on a high note. The delegates
will be sharing their best practices in the implementation oftreaties on
mutual legal assistance in criminal matters, using their domestic laws
and procedures. Our collective goal is to combat transnational crimes
within the ASEAN region by strengthening legal cooperation. And one
core tool of international legal cooperation is mutual legal assistance in
criminal matters.By sharing our respective best practices with each
other, we likewise gain insights on different approaches in requesting for
or effecting assistance in gathering evidence for investigation or
prosecution. Observance of certain elements of MLATsare crucialfor
their effective implementation, including, prompt response, availability
and consistency of action of the Central Authority, awareness of other
States' domestic procedures, and flexibility to ensure that the widest
possible scope of assistance is given.Certainly, we can learn from each
other's experiences on how these elements and other factors help States
in requesting for or giving effective assistance under the MLATs.

The Workshop on the application of the ASEAN MLAT in
combating cybercrime is equally important. The plane of the cyberworld
is constantly evolving and so broad that cybercrime and computer-
related crimes are manifested in varied forms, the most recognizable of
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which would be phishing (using fake email messages to get personal
information from internet users), hacking, identity theft, grooming
(making sexual advances to minors) and distributing child pornography.

In combating cybercrime, and preserving electronic evidence, we
need to re-examine our options. In addition to formal requests made
under the MLAT, we need to explore more informal channels in dealing
with cybercrime, or even obtaining electronic evidence. Informal
channels would include police-to-police or agency-to-agency
communications. More often, electronic evidence is volatile and time-
sensitive, that resort to informal networks becomes necessary.

With this Workshop, I hope we can gain better understanding of
combating cybercrime through MLAT,and even through informal
channels.

Please keep in mind, therefore, that what makes this Meeting
momentous is not because we are brought together by shared problems
about cross-border crimes, such as "Cybercrimes" - that misleadingly
simple term that we use to refer to all whole host of nefarious activities
that prey on everything from people's property rights to the right to life,
liberty and security - but because we are brought together by the
knowledge that we are stronger, faster, more efficient, more
effective and, all in all, simply better when we work together in the
spirit of mutual assistance, than we are when we work alone.

That is the key to the success to this Meeting: through our common
problems, we discover our greatest strength: UNITY, not just of
purpose, but of action.

That is what each and every one of you, who attended this 1h

Meeting, are: you are men and women of action. And it is my deepest
honor to stand among you. Make this 1hMeeting count. There is
absolutely no limit to what we can achieve in the next few days; the only
limit is what we impose on ourselves, particularly when we hold on to
norms that are no longer responsive to our mutual needs. Allow me to
challenge everyone here to do something that becomes increasingly more
and more difficult the longer we operate within the bureaucracy or
"officialdom": to be avant-garde; to be open to new ideas; not to
disregard a notion just because it has never been explored before. Be
what our respective peoples expect and deserve us to be: true leaders and
public servants, and not mere pen pushers.
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In parting, as simultaneously challenging and exciting our mission
is in this event, I would also like to encourage you to take some time to
allow Manila to fascinate you, with our warm and friendly people, varied
sights, shops and restaurants, and the holiday ambiance.

Again, thank you for coming. Welcome to the Philippines, and
welcome to 7hSenior Officers Meeting on the Treaty on Mutual Legal
Assistance in Criminal Matters.

Mabuhay!
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