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Good evening to all the officers and members of the Association of
Police Officers via Lateral Entry, Inc. (APOLE), who are celebrating the
10th Anniversary of this select organization of commissioned police
officers.It is truly anpleasure to be here with you to celebrate this first
decade milestone, especially to stand as your Guest of Honor and
Speaker for this momentous occasion.

I would like to thank APOLE Adviser Retired Police Chief
Superintendent (PCSUPT) YOLANDA G. TANIGUE and APOLE
President Police Senior Superintendent (PSSUPT) ELIZABETH A.
MlLANES for inviting me here today. I am honored to be in the
company of such capable and accomplished women leaders - who not
only have broken the proverbial glass ceiling in a field traditionally
deemed to be, quote-unquote, "a man's job", but have also garnered
accomplishments and acclaim that are impressive in and of themselves.

I would like to take this opportunity to recognize the presence of
Retired PCSUPT TANIGUE, who made history when she became the
First Woman General of the PNP. By your stellar accomplishments, you



have paved the way, not just for other women or fellow Bicolanos like
myself, but also for future generations of aspiring police officers and
public servants, regardless of gender or background, because they now
have genuine proof that one's drive for excellence and dedication to the
Service are enough to bring, not just personal advancement, but also
glory and dignity to both the institution and the public we serve. I
especially commend your work in spearheading projects for the
protection of the rights of women and children, who, sadly, continue to
constitute two of society's vulnerable sectors. By your work, including
spearheading the creation of the Women and Children Concern Office,
and your own self as a role model, you have made huge contributions to
upholding their dignity as human beings.

For myself, while it is not rare for me to be invited to speak before
an audience of public servants, it is not as often that I am given the
opportunity to speak before members of the Philippine National Police
(PNP), which makes this occasion quite significant to me as well.
Significant because it allows me to explore, not just past associations that
have led me here today, but also to explore common goals with you on
which, hopefully, future avenues for mutual support and cooperation
could be laid down between the Department of Justice and the members
of the police force.

Like many of my associations with colleagues in the public service,
I first became acquainted with one of you through our common human
rights advocacy. I speak, of course, of Police Director LINA C.
SARMIENTO, who, herself, made history when she became the
first female third-level official of the PNP to receive and hold the rank of
director and, thus, the first two-star female officer in the uniformed
services. I first met and worked with her when I was the Chairperson of
the Commission on Human Rights, and she was the Director of the PNP
Human Rights Mairs Office (HRAO). As you can imagine, during that
time in our recent history, she and I had our work cut out for us to put
human rights awareness in the forefront of the PNP's priorities and
policies. It was a challenging period, during which the prevailing notion,
at least insofar as the popular perception is concerned, is that the
mandate of law enforcement agents, at times, run towards a totally
different direction from the aspirations of human rights advocates,
which is why the HRAO was established in the first place: to find the
common ground between the two, and lead them towards a common
goal. I am glad that such perception is no longer prevalent, and I know
that it is, by no small amount, due to the hard work of then HRAO
Director Sarmiento and those who came before and after her.
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Which brings me to why I am truly happy to be given this
opportunity to speak before the members of this elite organization that is
composed of professionals in their own right, who come from a
multitude of different fields and, thus, bring to the police force and the
government service their different perspectives, expertise and core skills.
As I said, it is common for me to speak before members of the legal
profession, but it is truly a unique opportunity to speak before police
officers, who, I understand, at some point, also belonged to some other
profession, such as social workers, teachers, nurses, priests, imams,
psychologists, psychiatrists or, as in the case of the APOLE President
Milanes, doctors as well.

This is, therefore, a ripe opportunity because past experiences have
taught me that a multi-disciplinary approach to problems are more
effective than disconnected efforts of various stakeholders.

Our nation is facing huge challenges, as you very well know, and
we need to pull our resources together.

When this Administration first stepped in, we had one battle cry,
which is echoed by APOLE's 10th year Anniversary theme, which is
''APOLE, 10 TaongPinatatagnaSamahanTungosaMatuwid Na Daan."
We knew that the fight against corruption and impunity was going to be
very difficult, and we have been proven correct. And it is no secret that
those in public office, and even members of the police force, continue to
be linked to serious crimes. I am certain that I have not endeared myself
to criminal elements operating in the PNP as a result of some of the
National Bureau of Investigation's investigations, including those that
resulted in the filing of complaints against those involved in the so-called
"Atimonan Incident" and the more recent suspected case of extrajudicial
killing of Ozamis Gang members at the hands of their police escorts, who
ought to have delivered them to the custody of the Bureau of Corrections.
However, I firmly believe that we, in the Department of Justice, have, at
the same time, garnered the trust and support of those members of the
police force who are tired of being identified with "hoodlums in
uniform". Cleaning up the ranks of the government - whether in the
police force, in the executive branch or even in the legislature - can only
redound to the benefit of those who are committed to serving with
integrity and utmost loyalty to the people. Our work will not be
overshadowed by the nefarious activities of a notorious few. And the fact
that I stand before you today, having been invited to celebrate this
important occasion with you, is proof that the APOLE shares this
sentiment.
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Hence, I challenge you all to follow the footsteps of those who have
become positive role models: hanapin ninyo kung saan at paano ninyo
mapag lalawig ang inyong impluwensiya at kontribusyon sa
pagbabago. Nasakamay ninyo ang pagbabago. Kilalanin inyo ang
lakas at kahinaan, at pag lawigin ninyo ang una, at patatagin ninyo
ang sarili ninyo laban sa huli.

Speaking of important historic events, did you know that Iceland
also marked a key event in their history a few days ago? The whole
nation grieved as they marked the very first time someone was killed by
armed police officers. The first time ever since it became an
independent republic in 1944. Almost 70 years of police never having to
kill another human being, in a nation where violent crimes is almost
non-existent. I would not want to endure their climate, but what is it
even like to have that kind of crime statistic? I think their police's
response to the incident is very indicative of the Icelandic mentality
about violence: some of their first responses were to make the
officers involved go through grief counseling, and for the police
department to apologize to the family of the man who died, not because
they did anything wrong, but because it is the "respectful" thing to do
and "because no one wants to take another person's life."l

Learning about this almost makes me think that Iceland, perhaps,
exists in a completely different plant from most of the rest of the world,
where people have been exposed to so much death and crime that they
have been desensitized to violence, and has accepted it as a way of life.
But I think that we ought to learn something from them - there is a part
of our humanity that we lose every time we accept violence and the
taking of another person's life as the norm. We need to recover that bit
of our soul, and I think that members of APOLE, who are social workers,
doctors, priests, imams, etc. - who are healers of both body and soul -
can help the Philippine police force be at the forefront of this paradigm
shift.

Sa ating bayan, tayo nawa ang maging mga taong iyon na
maghahatid ng pagbabago, lalo na sa ranggo ng kapulisyahan, sa
siyang narararapat unang-unang ehemplo ng katuwiran.

Finally, I would also like to invite members of the APOLE, to help
take on the challenge left behind by unexpected natural phenomenon,

Ihttp://www.pri. org/ sto ri es/2 013-12 -03/i cel and -Wi eves-a fter -po I ice-ki 11-man -fi rst -ti m e-its-h isto ry (I ast
accessed 6 December 2013).
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like the recent devastating Typhoon Yolanda and the recurring
earthquakes in Bohol and other areas. As we start rebuilding, while we
already so much financial support coming from domestic and
international benefactors, we need the critical contributions of skilled
manpower, like engineers, physicians, nurses, psychologists and so forth,
to put right what was damaged by these calamities.

As many of you may know by now, several hours ago, the world lost
an iconic leader and advocate for change in the face of an unjust status
quo. Nelson Mandela was a hero, not just to his native South Mrica, but
to the rest of the world because of what he represented: that the world
could change if even one person wills it. He once said that:

"Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate. Our deepest fear is
that we are powerful beyond measure. It is our light, not our
darkness, that most frightens us. Your playing small does not serve
the world. There is nothing enlightened about shrinking so that
other people won't feel insecure around you. We are all meant to
shine as children do. It's not just in some of us; it is in everyone. And
as we let our own lights shine, we unconsciously give other people
permission to do the same. As we are liberated from our own fear,
our presence automatically liberates others."

That is why the accomplishments of people like PCSUPT Tanigue
and Police Director Sarmiento are so important to remember and live by
- not because they are women who excelled in a man's world. The value
of their contributions has nothing to do with their gender, but has
everything to do with the fact that they made, and are now continuing to
make, the police force better than they found it. That is what each and
every member of the APOLE must aspire to.

Again, thank you very much for inviting me, and it is a pleasure to
meet you all and celebrate with you.
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