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Good morning!

It is an honor and a pleasure to once again celebrate the Founding
Anniversary of the National Bureau of Investigation (NBI) in the
company of the brave men and women who make up this institution.

It has been a little more than three () years since the present
Administration came into office and, as I'm sure none of us have failed to
notice, we have had as many changes in the NBI's leadership in as many
years. Some might say that the track record of the NBI Directorship is
something to lament, that it somehow speaks of something to regret.
But change, may I remind everyoner at the risk of sounding trite, is the
fuel to progress. As the respected statesman, Winston Churchill, the
Prime Minister who helped lead his nation and the rest of the allied
world during a time of great domestic and international conflict, "To
improve is to change; to be perfect is to change often." That is exactly
what we have to remember when we think of what the Bureau has been
through and what it still has to look frward to.



In the last three years, in fact, no one can doubt that the Bureau
has come quite far insofar as discharging its mandate of investigating
crimes and helping build cases for the prosecution of criminal offenders.
Almost two years ago, the very foundations of the NBI leadership was
shaken, with doubts being cast as to its capability to stand true to its
commitment to delivering Justice in light of revelations about internal
corruption and criminal activities. That was a hard blow to the integrity
of the NBI that not many other agencies could have rallied back from -
but the NBI did.

And it did so, not through any quick fixes or public relations
strategies or media spins, but through hard work.

Hard work that saw the Bureau tackle everything from
investigating illegal logging and illegal mining activities to grand-scale
financial scams, and even international incidents. We turned every
challenge, every high-profile crime, crimes that affect national and
public interest into an opportunity to restore the faith and confidence -
not just of the Filipino public - but of our colleagues in the public service
as well.

Today, we see a resurgence in the internal spirit and the public
image of the Bureau. No less than the President looks to us when
difficult and sensitive situations arise: we have been asked to get
involved, in the past year alone, in investigation into the so-called
"Atimonan, Quezon Incident", the "Balintang Channel incident", the
"Sabah/LahadDatu standoff', the "sex-for-flight" scheme, all this on top
of the earlier investigations into the so-called "Aman" and "Rasuman"
Fund Scams, and even the possible violation of our Anti-Dummy Law in
relation to the PAGCOR/Entertainment City Project.

But all of this, were just a prelude to, and perhaps the very reasons
that lay the foundation for the key role the Bureau now plays in the
eradication of corrupt and unethical practices in the disbursement, use
and even plunder of public funds.

If the Department of Justice and the Bureau, in particular, had not
slowly but surely built a reputation for conducting thorough and
impartial investigations into these important and high-profile cases, I
highly doubt whether the whistleblowers, especially Benhur Luy through
his family and legal counsel, would have entrusted the DOJ and the NBI
with the expose we now know as the PDAF and Malampaya Fund Scams.
Let us not forget that this started as what appeared to be a simple case of
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Serious Illegal Detention, until the layers of the case were meticulously
peeled back to reveal the sinister and plunderous underpinnings of the
operations and activities of Janet Lim Napoles and her cohorts.

For this, I would like to give recognition to the members of the NBI
Special Task Force (STF), led by its Chief, Assistant Regional Director
ROLAND ARGABJOSO, for the great work they have performed, and are
still performing, in unraveling this case, all the way back to its early
stages, when it was just a matter of rescuing a then unknown man from
those who were detaining him. Their work has gained recognition, to the
benefit of the whole Bureau, and nearly universal approval from the
public and even from former Senator Panfilo "Ping" Lacson who, in one
interview, described their efforts as a "splendid job". I can also attest
that we have received many manifestations of support from the general
public, through emails and other forms of communication, conveying
their full support for the DOJ and the NBI. But this just emphasizes that
the STF, along with the rest of the Bureau, has their work cut out for it:
follow through and results are what count, in the final analysis. I have
faith that you will all continue to work to make sure that your efforts
bear fruits.

All of this was made possible, as you all know, in part, by the
steadfast leadership under then Director NONNATUS CAESAR R.
ROJAS. His departure from the Bureau was, truly, a serious blow to the
progress being made in the NBI. He stood his ground even in the face of
challenges and obstacles that not many of you could imagine, let alone
withstand. He stood firm for the sake of the integrity of the
investigations painstakingly conducted by the dedicated men and women
of the Bureau and, ultimately, for the institution as a whole. He, truly,
stood for the motto Nobility, Integrity and Bravery. It was his personal
commitment and his war cry, and he did not allow them to remain
abstract words - he made sure to live and work by those words.

But not even a man as dedicated as former Director Rojas is
irreplaceable. He was what the Bureau needed at the time, and he
delivered.

His departure ought to be taken as nothing more, or less, than a
sign that there are others who are now looked upon to step up. I firmly
believe that he would not have left, not only if he hadn't had good
reasons to believe it is the best course of action for him and his family,
but also if he did not believe that the Bureau can continue to stay strong
even without him. A man who has such deep commitment for public
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service would not have made the ultimate decision that he made, if he
believed himself indispensable.

He was not. No one is. And he knew it.

If anything, his resignation is testament to the faith he had in the
Bureau and its most important resource - the brave, committed and self-
sacrificing men and women who make up its ranks. He knew that you
could continue, even in his absence.

As much as it would have been easier for the Bureau if we did not
have to weather another change in leadership this soon, and as much as I
do feel the loss of a committed colleague, I share this faith in the
resilience of the NBI. The past few months has proved this without a
doubt - the people at the top may come and go, but if the values,
commitment and dedication are there in the hearts of everyone in ranks
- the Bureau will survive, prevail and even flourish.

I would like to take this opportunity, therefore, to thank all those
who have stepped up to the challenge - from our OIC Director
MEDARDO G. DE LEMOS, the rest of the Directorial staff of the Bureau,
the Chiefs of the Divisions, the Regional Directors, all its agents, and
legal and administrative staff alike. I thank you for what you have done
so far, under the circumstances, for carrying on the work of the Bureau.

I know it could not and, indeed, was not easy for Assistant Director
De Lemos to take on the reigns of the Bureau's leadership the way, and
under the circumstances that he did, but I cannot but be grateful and
satisfied that someone did. He has risen to the occasion, has attended to
the duties that fell on him to perform like a true professional, and has
simply held the fort together, so-to-speak, in the wake of the void left by
the departure of Director Rojas. He has truly been instrumental in
smoothing out the, transition, and made sure that the Bureau was never
paralyzed because of circumstances beyond our control - and at such a
critical time, too, because the second half of 2013, and undoubtedly the
coming months and years, will continue to be fraught with new
challenges for the Bureau.

At the same time and for this very same reason, however, I would
not want to lead you into thinking that we are out of the woods - there
are still so much to be improved upon and accomplished. While the
Bureau, as I have mentioned, has built quite a reputation for its
investigations for the purpose of conducting preliminary investigation,



let us not wallow in complacency, thinking that this is where our work
begins and ends. What use are our investigations if we cannot
apprehend the accused who are still at-large? What use are our
investigations if those who are within our grasp succeed or still manage
to evade justice? What use are our investigations if we stop our case
build-up efforts at the point where it is sufficient to establish probable
cause, but not necessarily guilt beyond reasonable doubt? These are the
follow-throughs that we need to improve on. Without them, all we have
are pyrrhic victories: impressive to look upon, but barren and
meaningless in the final analysis.

We cannot allow this to happen, otherwise, we will slide back into
irrelevance or, worse, to a situation where the Bureau's competence and
commitment will again be put in question.

We have to up the ante. Where is Reynald "Jojo" Lim? In case you
have forgotten, he is still at large, right? Where is Cezar Mancao? Where
is Jovito Palparan? Where is Delfin Lee and the Reyes brothers? Where
are all these high-profile fugitives? That is the most important challenge
I lay down before the Bureau right now. On its 77h Anniversary, I
challenge you: Find these people and make them face the charges that
were filed because of your own efforts, and those of other investigating
agencies. That is a challenge I lay before each and every one of you, but
especially the Intelligence Service of the NBI. We need results, and I
challenge you to deliver.

The second challenge I lay down is one of leadership. I have not
made a secret of my misgivings about the commitment to Truth and
Justice harbored by certain officials or individuals in the Bureau. But I
have been at this job long enough to have realized that the greatest
surprises can come from the most unexpected sources. Now, this can be
taken in a negative and a positive light. But I challenge everyone to
surprise me in a positive way, and prove me wrong about these
misgivings. There is nothing I would like better than to raise someone
from the inside to the top leadership of the Bureau. - but I would not
support such a move unless I can find worthy candidates. This is about
performance - concrete and tangible results. Deliver. And so shall you
be rewarded.

Just as Winston Churchill found himself in the midst of "great
conflict" - which is a howling understatement considering that the man
led his nation through a world war - so do we, in the public service find
ourselves in an important turning point: the wolves in sheep's clothing
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are one-by-one being exposed for what they really are. So-called public
servants who have, for years, plundered and allowed others to plunder
the national coffers are being made to face their ultimate judge: the
Filipino public. We have been instrumental in bringing forth this time of
reckoning. Someone has even jokingly told me that our investigations
have nearly brought the government to its knees. I beg to differ. We are
bringing criminals to their knees, and bringing Truth, Justice,
Governance and Rule of Law to its height. We are putting nothing and
nobody - regardless of power, wealth or influence - above the Filipino
public. They are the only ones that matter, and the only ones we should
care about satisfying.

Be the leaders that the NBI needs - not for personal or career gain,
but because that is what we swore to do. Our oaths must count for
something. It is not too late for anyone to recall and stand by that oath.

Now, more than ever, we are given the opportunity to serve. That
is the greatest gift that we could be gifted with in the NBI's 77th year of
existence: the chance to be of service, of genuine service.

Prescinding from this, I know that we are all aware of the
devastation wreaked by Typhoon Yolanda. It has affected all of us, and I
particularly condole with all of you here who have been victimized by the
natural calamity, or who know of people, of loved ones who had to go
through, and are still living through, the horror that the typhoon
brought.	 I

But we are Filipinos.

The aftermath of each and every calamity - whether natural or
man-made - has always been a story of how we survived and re-built;
the story of how resilient our spirit as a nation has always been.

Now, by instruction of the President himself, the Bureau has the
duty and the opportunity to take an active role in the telling of this
narrative, and to make real and tangible contributions for our brothers
and sisters in the directly affected areas: just like the service we
rendered during Pablo, we have been directed to take charge of helping
identify the casualties left behind by the Typhoon, as well as, in general,
get involved in rescue, relief and recovery efforts. OIC-Director De
Lemos has promptly acted on this and had committed that the Bureau
will focus its attention and resources on the Disaster Victim
Identification Team.
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I know that it will be daunting task, but that is but a part of our
sacred duties and obligations. As this year's theme states, "NBI
Kakampi Mo, Katarungan at Katotohanan Hatid Sa Inyo."

I would like to end by mentioning what strikes me the most about
this year's theme. It is the prominence of the pronouns "Mo" and "Inyo".
I find it truly inspired that the NBI has made the people the focus in all
of this, because nothing can be more true.

Truly, the NBI has evolved and is continuing to evolve. It is no
longer about rebuilding its reputation. It's about the bigger task of truly
serving.

That speaks of the true import of the change that we have been
going through as a family. And I truly look forward to what this next
year will bring.

May only good things unfold in the next twelve months and
beyond.	 I

Mabuhay ang NBI at ang laha/ ng bumubuo zig institusyong ito!
Para sa Ba gun ang lahat ng ating ginagawa at gagawin pa sa
hinaharap!	 I

Thank you!
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