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MESSAGE

My warm greetings and congratulations to the officers and members
of the International Justice Mission (IJM), Philippines, for making possible
and publishing its magna opus on violence and the global poor with a book
entitled "The Locust Effect: Why the End of Poverty Requires the End of
Violence."

It is my honor and privilege to be part of the IJM in their advocacy on
human rights, and have worked closely together as an NGO
partner/member of the Inter-Agency Council Against Trafficking (IACAT).

Locusts that swarm our economy obstruct all efforts of the
government to alleviate the lives of the poor and vulnerable members of
society. Trafficking of all forms, slavery and child exploitation are
manifestations of the presence of locusts in society.

As our partners in the IACAT, we believe that all forms of trafficking
is normally associated with syndicate or syndicated crimes. The difficulty of
combating the same lies in many factors such as vulnerability of people
dragged into it due to social status, lack of skill of law enforcement agencies
and their agents to apprehend suspected persons, and more importantly,
lack of logistics to implement the law. These are just a few of the several
factors that make this crime difficult to prosecute. It is for this reason that
we are grateful for the IJM's suppOrt and assistance to this Department's
efforts to entrap traffickers, prosecute, and present them to the court of
justice for trial.	 I

Last 20 April 2011, the DOJ 1 and the IJM forged a Memorandum of
Agreement that marked its first step in our partnership. With that MOA,
the Department was able to attain' its goal to transmit a strong message to
human traffickers that we mean business and we are out for justice. We are



delighted to see the fruits of our labor as a result of our mutual
collaboration and cooperation.

We strongly support IJM in publishing its accomplished goals and
pbjectives. This can be a guide to other NGOs in translating advocacy to

1
tion, action to results, and results to;impact.

Again, Thank you and congratulations!
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