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Magandang haponpo sa anng lahat.

I would like to congratulate at the onset the leadership of both the
Bureau of Corrections (BuCor) and the Public Attorney's Office (PAO).
Owing perhaps to my past life as Chairperson of the Commission on
Human Rights, I wondered, upon reading the contents of the
Memorandum of Agreement, whether Atty. Persida and Dir. Bucayo
were consciously guided by the human rights paradigm when they
collaborated and negotiated in the formulation of the MOA.

But it was intuitive on my part to discern that the signing of this
MOA effectively enhances both your profiles as human rights advocates.
In fact, no less than the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the
independence of judges and lawyers, Gabriela Knaul, proclaimed that
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legal aid is a right in itself. The MOA, therefore, actualizes and
implements this right.

The BuCor and the PAO are doing the Government and our people
a great service in that you have developed what is hoped to be
sustainable mechanisms for providing accessible and meaningful legal
aid to persons in need of special assistance, such as the inmates of the
BuCor and their families.

Through this important institutional cooperation, you have walked
the talk by making legal aid as broad as possible for our client-inmates.
You are contributing the elimination to what Knaul calls obstacles and
barriers that impair or restrict access to justice. You do this by
providing assistance to people otherwise unable to afford legal
representation and access to the court system.

Studies in deviance consistently observe that more than likely,
most of the people who are stakeholders in the country's correctional
system come from the lower strata of society. While I am not tempted to
dip or delve into the contentious issue that is class or status, neither can
I nor you, turn a blind eye that there is truth in the empirical findings of
sociologists and other social scientists. One only needs to visit the New
Bilibid Prison to validate the veracity of such a sociological insight.
Towards this end, the BuCor and the PAO are builders and engineers on
what we have always aspired for, the equitable access to justice.

I hope that the lawyers and staff of PAO who will be assigned in the
BuCor- PAO Sub-Station will not take lightly this golden opportunity to
be an instrument of respite and justice for our inmates. Remember,
many lawyers can live long in their careers yet will never be blessed with
the distinct privilege to serve one of the most vulnerable sectors in our
society. Mayall of PAO's legal officers involved in this endeavor act with
utmost fealty towards each and every inmate whose legal woes PAO will
be processing. Waste not this opportunity to be relevant. Of course, the
free meals and drinking water that the BuCor will be providing according
to Part III, item 5 of the MOA only sweetens the deal even further.

On the part of BuCor, you must zealously campaign this new
program of available legal aid to the inmates. This will underscore the
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sincerity of your commitment to alleviate the inmates' legal concerns as
well as broadening the base of beneficiaries of this one-stop shop
program.

Reading the MOA, I was at first confused by the seemingly
contradictory Part II and Part III thereof, where the former's mechanism
of intervention requires the involvement of both BuCor and PAO before
the cases are endorsed or referred to the proper District Public Attorney.
I felt that there were too many steps. In contrast, Part III clearly provides
that inmates will have direct access to the PAO lawyer assigned in the
Sub-Station. This direct access is of course the very essence of legal aid.

I realized, after reading the project background timely sent by
BuCor, that such Sub-Station is only appended with the National Bilibid
Prison here at the NCR. Therefore, Part II is applicable to the other
seven (7) facilities of the BuCor which has yet to set-up the one-stop
shop. Necessarily, requests by the inmates from these seven (7) other
facilities will be coursed through the BuCor which will then refer the
same to the PAO for intervention. This being the current set-up, I trust
that the leadership of BuCor and PAO, after this MOA signing, will come
up with the Guidelines on how to facilitate such referral system as well as
how to monitor actions and interventions arising from such
endorsements. Of course, it remains that the ideal is to set shop in every
BuCor facility. I look forward to that day when we do.

Ladies and gentlemen, the interest of justice requires all of us to
have compassion, vision and commitment. In today's MOA signing, we
proved this to be true. The road is rife with challenges and the journey is
long, but we have taken the step towards the right direction today.
Congratulations again and may God look kindly upon our aspiration to
contribute in the building of a better and stronger Philippines.

Mabuhay po kayong lahat!

3


	00000001
	00000002
	00000003

