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A very good morning to you and a hot summer welcome to
Manila! I am personally delighted to have all of you here in the
3fdRegional Workshop on Cybercrime hosted by the Department of
Justice (DOJ) in partnership with the Council of Europe (COE).

As some of you may know, as former Chairperson of the
Human Rights Commission, I am a firm believer and strong
supporter of special protection of human rights of vulnerable
sectors like children.

We thank Mr. Alexander Sege~, Head of Data Protection and
Cybercrime Division of COE for our past, present and future
cooperation and to the international and national speakers and
participants for your contribution. I was informed that this



workshop is oversubscribed In terms of participation.
Congratulations to all of you.

And to our dear friends from the ASEAN Member States
spanning the Ministries of Justice, Prosecution Services and Law
Enforcement Authorities, co-workers and colleagues from the
criminal justice sector, and child rights advocates, a sincere thank
you for your enthusiasm and support.

Gary Kovacs of the Mozilla Corporation's poignant reference
to a childhood story is appropriate in our engagement in the next
two (2) days. He said that "we are like Hansel and Gretel, leaving
bread crumbs of our personal information everywhere we travel
through the digital woods."

Consider, therefore, the said legitimate observation that
every one of us in this room - while all able bodied, all advocates
and thus, world-weary and capable of defending ourselves - are
likened to the lost children who are separated from their
woodsman father and are in danger of being devoured as a meal?
Consider that this legitimate observation was given by a man, not
only of significant fortune but has the necessary and technical
wherewithal to intimately understand the mystery of the web with
all its numbers, quadrants, coordinates and equations and
therefore capable to append upon himself the necessary protection
but who still hinted that anyone of us, including himself, can still
be a likely victim of a predator in the internet. If all of us adults are
rendered as vulnerable as Hansel and Gretel, how then will the
real, warm-blooded children fare in this brave but not so new
world of the internet?

Children are the most defenseless members of our society.
They are vulnerable because of their innocence; they are helpless
because of their total dependency. We were all children once.
Hence this imperative to protect them from any kind of harm. And
for us, adults and stakeholders of the criminal justice system to
ensure that those who do so are dealt with the full measure and
power of the law.

Creating a protective environment - where children are free
from violence, exploitation, and unnecessary alienation and
separation from family; where laws, regulation, active enforcement
address risk factors and insulate children from malefactors, these



are the hallmarks of a functioning criminal justice system and a
common commitment to fight this evil.

Focusing on the problem of online child sexual exploitation,
we in the region are known to be the source of these exploited
children. We need a regional advocacy and implementation plan.
In the Philippines, we have a robust system of laws that protect
children and extending such protection in cyberspace. The issue
remains: how can we, how do we make the law effective? As I
shared earlier, it takes individuals like you here to make it happen.

The agenda you have practically covers the range of
responses we can muster - from substantive to procedural
criminal law, from global, regional to national best practice
sharing, from technical to policy case studies. I understand one of
the objectives is to address these issues that impede our
cooperation in this front.

Please allow me to quickly report a few things from our end:

1. We are set to issue our first DOJ issuance on the use of
ICT. This is the first time that a justice institution is
setting a policy that will provide guidelines for justice
personnel.

2. Within the year and thanks for our great partnership with
the Council of Europe, we intend to issue our standard
manual of operations in the investigation and prosecution
of cybercrimes.

3. On the legislative agenda, we are endorsing the latest
version of our Cybercrime Prevention Act to Congress to
enhance the current version. Our newly established Office
of Cybercrime will elaborate in one of your sessions.

4. Cabinet-level discussions are ongoing to prevent cyber
attacks, prevent critical infrastructure, and use technology
to fight crime.

5. Our mid-year national development plan will now contain
statements on cybersecurity and cybercrime.

All of these will result to better framework, targeted tools and
increased capacity to protect children from online exploitation.

Indeed, in this age of technological advancement and
innovation, we continue to face the problem of evil that resides



within some of us. Thus, our mission continues: to make justice
work, to make people safe, and to allow children to develop to our
fullest human potential free from all forms of exploitation, violence
and abuse.

Under my stewardship, the Department of Justice is
committed to this journey. Our Office of Cybercrime's year one
thrust is to squarely tackle online child exploitation. This workshop
will hopefully further strengthen law enforcement operations in
the Southeast Asia Region. It will enhance our global cooperation
consistent with the Budapest and Lanzarote Conventions for the
protection of children against sexual violence.

This is not a fight by or for the victims. Neither is it the fight
of justice institutions, civil society groups, or internet service
providers. It is everyone's fight - the whole of society, the whole of
government, the whole of non-government organizations. This is
the only way and the one true way for any crime-fighting initiative
to make headway and to be successful in the long run. Our
approach must be proactive and strategic. Our mindset should be
creative and transformative. Our skills must be flexible and
modern.

Each of us in the ASEAN, each of us representing key
agencies, each of us persons of considerable influence and
intelligence, each of us citizens of the planet, each of us netizens
users of the internet, we all must do what is right by and for our
children. We cannot disenfranchise them of their future by
pretending that things will right itself and the system will improve
on its own.

When Ishmael, in that story about the great white whale, was
gripped with the excitement in the arrival of that "predestinated
day," he said, "amid the tornadoed Atlantic of my being, do I
myself still forever centrally disport in mute calm; and while
ponderous planets of unwaning woe revolve round me,
deep down and deep inland there I still bathe me in eternal
mildness of joy."In today's times, we cannot simply allow
Hansel and Gretel to figure out on their own, how to push the
mean old cannibal into the boiling pot. We must be like Ishmael,
protagonists all in our own modern tale of vigilance and courage.
Our children's security is on the line and their joy and their upkeep
our very solemn responsibility.



With these words and thoughts, may I once again thank and
congratulate all of you for an event that will spur and inspire us to
greater action.

Maraming salamat po sa inyong lahat. Mabuhay!
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