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             Good morning men and women of the Department of Justice! I 

greet all of you a very happy anniversary! I definitely missed being with 

all of you during our Anniversary Day on Sept. 26 and the various 

activities held the day before and subsequent days. As some of you may 

be aware of, I just came from an official trip in Washington, D.C., where I 

led the Philippine delegation and held a series of meetings with the US 

Congressmen, Senators and State Department officials, and manifested 

to them the seriousness of the Philippine Government in addressing 

human rights issues and highlighted the positive and concrete steps 

taken to that effect. It was a very exhausting yet fulfilling mission.  

Great to be back and be with all of you today in this culminating 

ceremony of our anniversary. I thank Usec. Jovy Salazar for holding the 

fort, so to speak, as OIC during my absence. 

            The vision of the DOJ proclaimed by a young Republic 115 years 

ago is the  very same ideal we strive to meet today – to uphold the rule of 

law and deliver justice for all.  
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            Our work to dispense justice in the 21st century is now more 

challenging with the emergence of modern crimes brought about by 

advances in technology, the increasing complexity of law, the new 

challenges of terrorism, economic and environmental crimes and the 

persistence of all forms of trafficking. Society is threatened, economies 

are imperilled and the well-being of each citizen is undermined. 

During last year's SODA, as we fondly call our annual address, I 

declared that we need to stay young and dynamic as an organization to 

effectively respond to a changing world.  Implementing deep, 

institutional and structural reforms in policy, law and personnel is our 

best response that will sustain the gains and strengthen the capacity of 

justice institutions. 

I bring to you the highlights of what we have done as a team in the 

past year. 

It is with pride that I announce the completion of Book One of the 

New Criminal Code, a priority instruction of our dear President, initiated 

by the DOJ to gather our home grown experts and others in the justice 

work to assess, review and adopt key principles and provisions for a 

simple, organic, modern and Filipino criminal code. All of us recognize 

its importance and calls to craft a new criminal code have been made 

through many decades but it is only under our watch that such a task was 

begun and is now on track for completion. The breaking news is that the 

President has approved the Memorandum containing the 

recommendations of the Criminal Code Committee and greenlighted the 

transmittal of Book 1 certified to Congress. 

Substantive law reform requires corresponding administrative 

execution. Even as our Office of the Government Corporate Counsel 

(OGCC) reports zero-backlog in cases handled two years running, it has 

captured this effort in a Manual for Lawyers.  Our concern for setting up 

benchmarks is also reflected in the accreditation standards set for 

mediators by the Office for Alternative Dispute Resolution (OADR). 

Likewise, the Codes and References for the Public Attorney’s Office will 

certainly improve legal services for the poor and indigent.  

The system in the Office of the Solicitor General (OSG) allows 

consistent representation for the DOJ including the impeachment of an 
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Ombudsman, the Payanig sa Pasig properties, the money laundering 

case against the Ampatuan family and the PIATCO case. The Presidential 

Commission on Good Government (PCGG) intensified its asset forfeiture 

efforts and remitted monies from ill-gotten wealth cases way beyond the 

expenses incurred. 

 

The public face of the Department is seen in the operational 

efficiencies of our twin constituent law enforcement agencies, namely, 

the National Bureau of Investigation (NBI) and the Bureau of 

Immigration (BI). 

  In the National Bureau of Investigation, we launched the country's 

first biometric clearance system, the NBCS. The NBI has scored a 

number of successful operations, such as those against counterfeiters 

and violators of intellectual property rights and arrested drug traffickers 

and mules, among others. I know for a fact that NBI has quite a number 

of important assignments, including sensitive and confidential ones, on 

its plate.  

The Bureau of Immigration's major actions, on the other hand, 

include proper charging of overtime pay and the hiring of an initial 100, 

now 300, immigration officers to boost our border security and support 

our investment and tourism targets. Like NBI, the BI remains to be an 

important component in our government’s all-out campaign against 

human trafficking, by implementing strict departure formalities in all 

international ports. 

In the integrated corrections cluster, the eDalaw program for 

inmates and their families and the migration of the inmates system to a 

web-based program in the Bureau of Corrections (BuCor) to link with the 

Parole and Probation Administration (PPA) and Board of Pardons and 

Parole (BPP) are underway. For so long, we have relied on old processes 

and straightjacketed mindsets that result in delay in the release of 

deserving inmates and impede their restoration as productive 

individuals. The PPA's Volunteer Program is a component that deserves 

mention. 

We have launched the BUCOR Roadmap 2020 which is a 

comprehensive plan for addressing pressing issues like prison congestion 

and prisoner rehabilitation, and moral and spiritual regeneration. A 
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Council of Advisors, composed of distinguished men and women with 

varying fields of endeavours, shall monitor and guide the 

implementation of BuCor Roadmap 2020.   

The computerization project and the accompanying Titulong 

Malinis Program of the Land Registration Authority (LRA) will serve as 

the cornerstone of a secure property regime to unlock the potential of 

our physical assets. Our land registries are being ramped up. 

The use of information and communication technology (ICT) to 

transform the justice sector is simplified and integrated under our 

flagship project, the National Justice Information System (NJIS). 

Preparations are underway to interconnect our offices to provide for 

basic communication and coordination and to allow data interchange 

through a single portal as initial action steps. 

In the Department Proper, more cases of national importance, or 

the so-called high-profile cases, were either filed in proper courts or 

referred to the Office of the Ombudsman, after preliminary investigation 

by our NPS. We achieved higher disposition and conviction rates in the 

prosecution of cases. We count  more than 70 anti-trafficking convictions 

(now a total of 79 convictions) that undoubtedly resulted to the delisting 

of the Philippines from the Tier 2 Watchlist.  The IACAT continues to 

rescue trafficking victims by cracking down on syndicates. Indeed, the 

achievements of IACAT had made  so much mark that it is now a model 

in ASEAN and even the whole of Asia. As a matter of fact, in my recent 

Washington D.C. trip, certain prominent personalities, such as 

Ambassador Luis Cdebaca of the Office to Monitor and Combat 

Trafficking in Persons, US State Department, and my counterpart, 

Attorney General Eric Holder, Jr., profusely acknowledged the successes 

of IACAT. Sobra ho silang bilib sa IACAT.  

Cases involving witnesses covered by the Witness Protection 

Program (WPP) maintained a 95% conviction rate. Admissions to WPP 

in 2011 had posted an increase of 10.54% based from covered witnesses 

in 2010.  These are best practices that can provide directions on how we 

improve our criminal justice system. One lesson is that a determined 

prosecution backed up with top-notch investigation and prosecution can 

spell success for our cause. 
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Still about WPP, we note with satisfaction certain of its recent 

reform initiatives, such as the adoption of the Code of Conduct for WPP 

personnel, development of psychological skills of ISOG, development of 

witness colonies, livelihood assistance to witnesses and purchase of vans, 

pistols, rifles and vests.  

On economic justice, our Office for Competition, another first for 

the country, issued its Year 1 Report and Strategic Plan of Action that 

encapsulates its activities and directions. 

In the matter of policy setting, we significantly increased access to 

justice, especially for the poor and marginalized, by scrapping the 

requirement of filing fees in all cases filed with the National Prosecution 

Service (NPS). Department Circular No. 12 promotes human rights and 

protects the rights of the innocent by ordering the immediate release of 

respondents under detention for violation of anti-drugs law but without 

judicial charge. The bail reform and asset forfeiture projects are both 

progressing on schedule. The recent issuance clarifying the application of 

Article 125 of the Revised Penal Code solves the perennial tension 

between the NPS and PAO and among investigating units on the timeline 

for handling of arrested suspects. 

Reforms in procurement toward a handbook, applicable 

Department-wide, will rationalize and make transparent funds to 

optimize resources. Resource standards is the next area for development. 

Recently, two laws that the Department had helped worked on, the 

Data Privacy Act and Cybercrime Prevention Act, saw the light of day 

albeit with some controversy. Our new Office for Cybercrime will soon be 

established even as we have trained more than 150 investigators and 

prosecutors in cyber forensics to modernize our skills and competencies. 

Young and dynamic organization, we promised. 

On this related note, our Department Legislative Liaison Office 

(DLLO), from October 2011 to September 2012, attended at least 107 

hearings and submitted a total of 103 position papers on various bills. 

And yet we know that we cannot do the task alone. We need our 

partners. Our thrust to strengthen cooperation and coordination among 

other justice sector agencies is reflected in the DOJ's  role in organizing 

the Justice Sector Coordinating Council (JSCC) composed of the 
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Supreme Court, the Department of the Interior and Local Government 

(DILG) and the DOJ.  A major concrete output is the 1st National 

Criminal Justice Summit held last year that already attained historical 

significance in less than nine months - two of three lead convenors are 

no longer with the JSCC even as its key conclusions are being 

implemented. 

The DOJ is the lead convenor of the Philippine Development 

Forum (PDF) Rule of Law Committee to ensure that our development 

partners are informed of and subscribe to our Development Agenda. 

Our strengthened cooperation extends to and includes the work of 

the Legal Staff on Mutual Legal Assistance Treaties (MLAT) and Transfer 

of Sentenced Persons (TSPA) with our neighbouring countries. Our Legal 

Staff has been discharging with efficiency and dedication its added task 

as Refugee Processing Unit, in charge of the sensitive task of processing 

applications for, and determination of refugee status, under existing 

international conventions on the matter. And, let’s not forget that the 

drafting of opinions on various legal matters remains to be the core 

mandate of the Legal Staff. Requests for legal opinions are constantly on 

the rise.  

 

We did have a full year in 2011.  We continue to require all hands 
on deck in 2012 and beyond. 

  
We count our blessings and the good things in the year passed. At 

the same time, I am both sad and happy that we had to let go of several 

officials for acts ranging from administrative negligence, to misconduct, 

to outright criminality. Sad because these are people we work with and 

count on to uphold the institution; happy because we rid our ranks of the 

undesirables. 

I specifically cannot help referring to the entrapment operations 

conducted within our very premises involving prosecutors here and in 

Makati. I say – we would rather suffer the public humiliation than allow 

the corrupt to flourish. In fact, upon reflection, these are precisely the 

moments when we can and should be proud to be part of the DOJ. We 

prove to the public that no amount of money can buy our honour or 

integrity. Truly, reforms start at home and we must be its exemplars. 
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Integrity is our institution; justice is our life. After 115 years and 

long after our individual journeys, our beloved Department will stand. 

Its prestige and respect will rise and fall on the dedication of each one of 

us. I urge you to commit once again on this special day. I ask you to work 

hard for our goals to be achieved. Our vision of 115 years remains 

constant, our mission continues. 

So congratulations and happy 115th Anniversary to all of us. Happy 

birthday to Team DOJ. Mabuhay! 

 


