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Friends, Ladies and Gentlemen:

You could not have chosen a better, more remarkable date than
today to take this next important step in advancing the cause of
Alternative Dispute Resolution in our country, and the rest of the
world.

Today is the 1~ of August. And, to history enthusiasts, this is quite
an interesting day.

There are three important events that on this day on three different
years.

Allowme to name them.

August 17, 1962: armed border guards of what was then East
Germany shot and killed an 18-year old boy . The boy had
attempted to cross what was then known as the Berlin wall into
West Berlin, the capital of what was then West Germany. That 18-
year old lad became one of the very first victim of the Wall.

Much earlier than this event, in August 17 of 1953, the first-ever
meeting of that famous support group Alcoholics Anonymous took
place.

And, much more recent than these two events, in August 17 of
2008, that famous Olympian Michael Phelps became the first
person to won a total of eight gold medals in a single Olympic
games.

Three remarkable events took place on this day.



One marked a heroic attempt by a young boy to scale a wall, to defy
what was once the most prominent symbol of human conflict in the
world.

Another marked the beginning of the success of a therapy group -
success based on the principle that active sharing and listening are
the first steps towards healing and resolving human conflict,
including conflict which takes place within the innermost sanctum
of the human soul.

The third event is a celebration of Man's ability to excel; to attain
new heights of glory.

What a remarkable day.

A day for defying and breaking down walls. For tapping the
potential of the human processes of sharing, listening
and communicating in order to resolve issues and conflict. For
striving for higher levels of excellence.

Friends, indeed, there could have been 'no better date to take this
next step than today.

At the end of the day, that's what alternative dispute resolution
needs and what you and I are all about - our willingness to defy
walls and other human barriers; our willingness to tap the full
potential of human communication; our willingness to reach
higher levels of excellence.

I congratulate you all for working hand in hand with one another
in order to make another l'1hof August an important day in
history. .

The guidelines for accreditation and training standards we are
launching today are products of a consultative process. That
consultative process should have underscored for all of us the
immense value of active sharing and listening, and of one's ability
to see an issue from the perspective of others.

I am sure the consultative process was also marked by
disagreements and conflicting views. The fact that the guidelines
for accreditation are now ready means that we, ourselves,



"

understand how human hearts and minds can and are able
to arrive at a resolution.

Today, we also underscore our intention to make sure that the
alternative dispute resolution methods as applied here in the
Philippines adhere to the highest standards of excellence. We have
no intention of being mediocre in this field. You and I know that
the forces that catalyze and perpetuate human conflict and division
are forever honing, refining and sharpening their craft. Why
shouldn't we, the agents of conflict resolution, beat them in the
game of excellence?

The expression of gratitude is in order.

On behalf of our government and the Department of Justice, I
would like to thank the following for making this achievement and
this day possible:

The American Bar Association-Rule of Law Initiative;

The United States Agency for International Development;

The Intellectual Property Office;

The Cooperatives Development Authority;

The Officeof the Government Corporate Counsel;

Our colleagues from the Office of the Chief State Counsel and the
Office for Alternative Dispute Resolution;

And, of course, our partners from the private sector.

To all ofyou, my most heartfelt thanks.

Now, there's one thing we all need to keep in mind: the work has
just really begun.

We have defined and adopted the standards for accreditation and
training; now, let's get more private alternative dispute resolution
groups to come in and help out. We have set the training standards
for private alternative dispute resolution practitioners; now, let's
get more of them trained and involved in the process.



The vision for alternative dispute resolution is clear: we want to
"encourage and aggressively promote the use of alternative dispute
resolution as a means to achieve speedy and impartial justice and
to declog our court dockets".

Right at the start, we all knew government cannot achieve this
alone; we need the help and cooperation of other sectors.

Today, wehave seen the bar of cooperation raised higher.

Once again, congratulations and mabuhay tayong lahat!
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