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 Good afternoon!  I would like to thank the Philippine 
Pediatric Society, Inc. for inviting me here today to be part of 
the 49th Annual Convention and Diamond Year of your 
organization. 

 Tough calls.   

As much as an honor and a privilege it is to be invited to 
speak before a vast variety of people, to me, more than 
anything, such an invitation entails a commitment.  A 
commitment not to waste the audience’s time, of course, and a 
commitment to be nothing less than completely sincere and 
candid.  Thus, every time I am asked to speak during events 
that are obviously very important to a certain group of 
individuals, it is always very, very important for me to find that 
one point that would establish the best connection between 
myself and the audience.  It has to be real, it has to be 



meaningful, and it has to be something that would ensure that I 
and each and every member of the audience will leave the 
experience behind as better people citizens, with clearer 
insights and greater self-awareness.  The experience, in other 
words, has to be mutually enriching. 

Finding that connection is easier with certain audiences 
than with others.  When it comes to members of the medical 
profession – for some reason, despite the disparity in our line of 
work, our training, our roles in society – I find it quite 
reassuring that, of all persons and professionals from fields 
other than the law and public service, it is perhaps you who can 
most easily understand and empathize with what I, as a public 
servant, face on a daily basis, that is, tough calls, tough 
judgment calls.   

For some people, hard decisions mark milestones in their 
lives, things that could make or break their career or chart the 
course for the rest of their lives.   

For us, it is different.  For us, we are called upon to make 
difficult decisions and judgments literally on a daily basis.  For 
us, the consequences are far-reaching; the choices we make 
have tangible and, sometimes, even immediate repercussions 
on other people’s lives, not just our own.  For us, it is about 
more than just building a career – it is about discharging 
solemn oaths.   

For these reasons, the invitation of the Philippine 
Pediatric Society, which underscored its core values of 
excellence and professionalism in the execution of duties and 
responsibilities, struck a resonant chord in me that made my 
acceptance a foregone conclusion. 

That I am considered as having an “impressive record” of 
having “firm positions on issues of national and even 
international concerns” is both humbling and inspiring.  It 
vindicates the choices I have made in the past years, not just 



because I made what I believed were the right decisions under 
the circumstances , but also because I did so for the right 
reason: service.   

When I entered government service, I knew I was making 
a commitment to rearrange my priorities.  Since I accepted 
positions entrusted with public trust, where I have been given 
the authority and power to influence the lives of millions of 
people, it meant that I was accepting that I have to put my 
duties and responsibilities to the public above my own 
interests; that, unlike in private endeavors, I am in no position 
to make “compromises” because, when it comes to the delivery 
of true and complete justice and the upholding of the Rule of 
Law, to compromise is to betray the public’s trust; that I have to 
accept that the rewards for a job well done are most likely to be 
intangible and, at times, not even forthcoming; and that should 
the day come when I can no longer give the interest of the 
service the top priority it deserves, then that is the time for me 
to leave and retire. 

This is the way I measure my own commitment, and also 
the same measure I apply when, in the discharge of my 
responsibilities, I am required to make decisions affecting 
others, whether they be parties to cases or issues brought before 
the Department of Justice, or colleagues in the service who are 
placed under scrutiny and investigation.  Thus, when I made 
the decision not to allow the former President to leave the 
country, knowing that the wheels of justice will likely be 
frustrated if she is allowed to leave the country without first 
being arraigned and tried for the charges filed against her and 
despite the assurance from a colleague that her health is not in 
critical danger and that adequate medical facilities are available 
here; or when I testified in the impeachment trial of the Chief 
Justice; or when I ordered the investigation into the 
involvement of NBI officials, employees and civilian agents in 
nefarious activities involving the extortion and kidnapping of a 
Japanese national, I was subjecting them to the same level of 
scrutiny I would have subjected myself.  In all good conscience, 



I could do no more or less because, in my line of work, personal 
integrity is a characteristic that the public demands and 
deserves in their public servants.   

 Thus, having been invited to share an inspirational 
message in relation to the theme of the 49th Annual Convention 
and Diamond Year of the Philippine Pediatric Society, which is 
“Pinoy Pedia Amidst Global Challenges,” it is my opinion that, 
in the discharge of your duties and responsibilities as guardians 
and trustees of the health and well-being of the Filipino Child, 
the best way to test your moral compass and gauge your level of 
excellence and professionalism is to ask yourself, at the 
beginning of each day, if your heart and soul is still in your 
profession.  Whether your top priority, which is the same 
standard used in the legal profession, is still the “best interest of 
the child.”  If so, then you can be sure that you have what it 
takes to be the best physician, the best pediatrician you can be. 

 I cannot pretend to know the challenges and precise 
nature of the difficult decisions you have to face in your line of 
work, but I know that we probably have comparable 
experiences when we realize that we must have done something 
right.  The healthy and lively faces of the children you care for 
and the gratitude of their parents must bring the same sense of 
fulfillment and satisfaction that I experience by simply knowing 
that I was instrumental in delivering justice, giving hope and a 
renewed sense of security to victims and their families, and 
even to those who have been wrongfully accused.  In the past 
two years, I am quite hopeful that there have been hundreds, if 
not thousands, of such instances, but some of the most 
memorable include the case of Ruby Rose Barrameda, the 
victims of human trafficking whose abusers, some of whom are 
government employees, are now facing criminal and 
administrative charges, the case of Doc Gerry Ortega, the Karen 
Empeño and Sherlyn Cadapan cases, as well as cases of national 
interest, including the ongoing Ampatuan Massacre Trial, the 
filing of tax evasion charges against big-time tax evaders and, of 
course, the filing of plunder and other graft charges against 



former and incumbent government officials, including the 
former President, active and retired officials in the AFP, in the 
COMELEC, etc.   

 Like you, I and public servants like myself, know that we 
did the right thing because of the satisfying results they yield 
and, at other times, it’s really difficult to tell for sure because we 
could wish that the outcome could have been different, better 
somehow, yet we truly cannot regret the decisions we made 
simply because we know that it was the best choice we could 
have made under the circumstances.  Our lot was never meant 
to be easy.  We carry heavy burdens, and the best weapon we 
wield is trust in our own judgment.  Therefore, I wish to leave 
with you the following saying, “As long as the needle of the 
compass wavers, it is never wrong.”  It means that it is not a sin 
to waver or to experience moments of self-doubt.  In fact, such 
are but indications that a person’s mental faculties and critical 
thinking capabilities are still hard at work.  Worthy 
professionals in your position, however, would rise to the 
occasion by overcoming such moments of self-doubt and 
indecision and do what his or her best judgment tells him or her 
to do.  That is, really, the best thing we can promise to ourselves 
and to those that we serve.  As a mother myself, that is all I ever 
asked of those I entrusted with the health of my children and, 
as a grandmother, those that have been entrusted with that of 
my grandchildren. 

 Again, thank you and may you have a successful National 
Convention this year, and congratulations on your Diamond 
Year! 


