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Isang mapagpalayang umaga po sa ating lahat at Happy
Valentine's day po. Ngayong araw ng mga puso naisabay ang
inyong 81st Founding Anniversary, kaya't isang malugod na
pagbati sa pagdiriwang ng ikawalumpu't isang taong
anibersaryo ng Institusyong Koresksyonal Pangkababaihan.

Let me congratulate on this occasion, every guard, warden
and everyone comprising the institution, not the least, of
course, the superintendent: Atty. Rachel Ruelo.

This year marks the turn of another decade for the CIW.
Eight (8) decades of dedicated service and care from the people
that comprises the correctional institution; eight (8) decades of
care provided to the primary stakeholders ...our inmates. In a
different shift from the past 8 decades however, the 81st year is
the advent of reform.

Two weeks ago, the BuCor Roadmap was launched. Let it
be that for the CIW, change starts now. Ngayon na ang simula
ng mga pagbabago: pagbabago sa ating institusyong
correctional; pagbabago mula sa administrasyon at
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pangangasiwa ng ating mga institusyon; pagbabago mula
sa hanay ng ating mga empleyado hanggang sa pagbabago
naipa-aabot sa ating mga inmates; di [amang dito sa CIW
kung di kasama ang buang Bureau of Correction.

I appreciate CIW's efforts to make meaningful changes for
this institution. History will tell us that 81 years ago CIW was
built to house some 270 inmates only. That was 81years ago, at
present the number of inmates exponentially grew but the
structure remained pretty much the same.

If we are to be effective in our goal of reforming those we
"serve", we have to reform ourselves and this institution. I may
say that reform has long been overdue; reform in providing a
decent environment and a secure setting. Let us face the fact
that there a lot of changes that we still need to deal with, but
reforms, as we know it, will never be easy, because there will
always be resistance to change.

Let me assure you however, that the administration is
determined to provide the much needed change. It has paved
the way to a concrete road map that lays down the plan for us to
move forward.

CIW's main goal in rehabilitating our inmates is highly
commendable. Rehabilitation as an advocacy of restorative
justice aims to rehabilitate law offenders and not to punish
them. Restorative justice prepares our inmates for
reintegration to the mainstream. It gives them a second chance
to become useful members of society and eliminates stigma cast
upon ex-offenders.

Restorative justice is the change that we are pushing for.
It is an approach to inmate's reformation which includes what
you already have here in CIW, like moral and spiritual
programs, education and training program, work and livelihood
programs. These programs reform inmates into becoming
productive members of our society despite the predicament of
being incarcerated. These programs help their families living
away from them.
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I move for a continuing change, and I am hopeful that our
correctional institutions will focus on rehabilitations and be
motivated in honing inmates for reformation. It is CIW's care
with integrity and willingness to serve that I have highest
regard to the men and women of CIW.

To echo the President's speech during the launch of the
BuCor Roadmap two weeks ago, "kung ang nais natin ay ang
pagbabago ng mga nakabilanggo, kailangan nating
magsakripisyo at magtulungan, upang hubugin ang ating
mga bilangguan tungo sapagiging isang epektibo at
modernong sistemang koreksyonal"l

Thus, in this anniversary may I rally you: Let us help each
other make our corrections system work. As best as we can,
notwithstanding limits in infrastructure, let us provide our
inmates reformation, decent environment and secure setting.
Let us prepare them in their reintegration if so to protect the
public and prevent crimes.

Change is on the way, but let us not forget the small
changes that are within our power.

Let us be true to our core values of vigilance, integrity,
empathy and innovativeness.

Sa mga nandirito sa loob, gaya ng pagtingin sa inyo ng
inyong mga kaanak bilang nanay 0 kapatid, maari ninyo ring
tingnan ang CIW at ang DOJ bilang ina at, habang nandirito
kayo, as best as we can, we will look after your welfare and shall
never cease in our efforts to help you stay in the straight path.

Again, I bid all of you, too, a Happy Valentine's Day
celebration. I recognize that as wives or lovers, mothers,
daughters and sisters, this sentimental occasion is perhaps a
bittersweet reminder of the freedom you have had to give up.
Ngunit kung mayroon mang natatangi sa ating mga Pilipino,
lalo na sa ating mga kababaihan, ito ay ang tapang at
kakaibang abilidad, hindi lang para harapin ang mga
pagsubok, kundi sa paggamit sa ganitong mga pagkakataon

1Speech of Pres. Aquino. Launch of BuCor Roadmap. Jan 27, 2012.
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upang lalo pang patibayin at patatagin ang ating mga
kalooban. Kilala ko ang mga kabaro kong kababaihang
Pilipina, maaring kasing yumi tayo ni Maria Clara 0 maaari
ring kasing tapang tayo ni Gabriela Silang, pero sa huli, isa
lamang ang pinanggagalingan ng ating lakas ng loob - ang
naisin nating makapagsilbi sa mga taong ating minamahal at
sa mga pananaw na ating pinaniniwalaan.

I ask you, therefore, to harness all the love and yearning
you feel on this Valentine's day and to use those sentiments as
fuel for your commitment to reform - the much more
meaningful reform that comes from ,¥ithin. You may have
given up some form of your freedom, but the freedom to change
for the better, and the freedom to make positive contributions
to this community you belong to, the community of CIW,
remains in your hands. Para sa inyong mga anak, asawa,
magulang, kapatid at, higit sa lahat, para sa inyong sarili,
yakapin natin ang mabubuting pag babago sa ating
hinaharap.

Though we, in the DOJ, the BuCor and the management of
the CIW may vow to make reforms for your betterment - both
while you are here inside the CIWcommunity, and once you are
given the chance to return to the society outside - the more
important factor is you. You spell the biggest difference
between the old ways and the better ways. Nasasainyo ang
pag-asa at pagbabago. Kayo lamang ang makakahanap
niyan sa inyong mga puso. Let this Valentine's Day
celebration be spent looking for the seeds of love and hope
Mthin yourselves.

Maraming salamat po at magandang umaga po sa inyong .1

lahat.
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