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 Good evening, ladies [and gentlemen]!   

 It is an honor and a pleasure to be invited to speak among 

individuals, who share a common vision that I could personally 

relate to – that is, the building of a community that is made up 

of service-minded citizens.   

Feeling such a strong women empowerment vibe – among 

a group that is conspicuously dominated by women of 

character, quality and personal strength – lends a very special 

atmosphere to this event, which has become rather rare in my 

more recent experiences.   As you may know, in my line of work, 

the field is still largely made up of men.  Among my fellow 

cabinet members, colleagues in the Department of Justice, and 

officials of the agencies attached to the DOJ – women’s 

presence is growing and getting stronger, but most of my 
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colleagues are still mostly of the opposite gender.  Thus, it is 

quite refreshing to be among you, ladies, tonight for a change. 

I have never been one to measure people by their gender, 

for I know better than anyone that merit, hard work and 

integrity will always speak for themselves.  In fact, though I can 

understand and appreciate the effort to preserve the spirit of 

cooperation for mutual advancement among women’s groups, I 

am happy to notice that women are getting higher and higher 

up the political, corporate and social ladder without their 

accomplishments being defined or highlighted by their gender 

– at least, from my experience in the Filipino community.  I like 

to think that the so-called “glass ceiling” that our counterparts 

in other cultures are trying to so hard to break is more or less 

fair game for either gender in ours. 

Therefore, I applaud the Rotary Club of San Juan GEMS of 

District 3800, along with all its members, for highlighting, not 

just gender issues, but a general, common and even universal 

objective and way of life, which is defined so eloquently by your 

acronym “G-E-M-S” – Going the Extra Mile for Service.  

It is no secret that public service in the Department of 

Justice, in recent months, has been characterized by a stressful 

combination of controversy, had work and even harder choices.  

Those three words, altogether, I believe, constitute the formula 

for Going the Extra Mile for Service.   

It is not something that anyone seeks.   

It is, in fact, when the opportunity presents itself that a 

person – any person, male or female, public servant or not – 

has the choice whether or not to go that extra mile. 
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I, myself, believe that it is a blessing to be given that 

chance.  In my post as Secretary of Justice, and previously as 

Chairperson of the Commission on Human Rights, you may all 

know and remember that I have been presented with a number 

of opportunities to choose between difficult paths, with only my 

conscience as my compass.  I call such opportunities a blessing 

because they have helped me get to know myself a lot better by 

giving me the chance and the reason to explore my own 

strengths, get to know my limitations, and, perhaps best of all, 

it provided a sort of litmus test to find out who are the people 

who are truly willing to stand by me through thick and thin, 

who understand the principles I believed in, and who share my 

passion for public service.     

So if you wonder how I get through such rough times, I 

can only tell you that it is because I have learned to embrace 

such challenges, instead of bemoaning the difficulty of my 

position.   

Just as steel and glass develop their strength and 

toughness by being tempered through fire and heat, so are 

people strengthened and toughened by the challenges they face 

and hurdle.  In fact, at the risk of sounding immodest, I myself 

could not have known how tough I could be until I was there, 

making the hard decisions.   

Did I make the right decision to prevent the former 

President from leaving the country, probably forever, and, thus, 

run the risk of never knowing the truth about the criminal 

complaints against her and of losing the opportunity to deliver 

justice, as was my mandate as Secretary of Justice?  I can tell 

you that, even now, I would not have done things differently 



- 4 - 

because, at the time, I dug deep and merely acted according to 

what I believed was my legal, as well as moral, obligation.   

Sure, there will always be those who end up dissatisfied.  

When one goes out and tries to deliver true and complete 

justice, it is inevitable that one will make enemies, and it is only 

natural that those who get burned will do their best to muddle 

the issues.  One can’t kick a hornet’s nest and not expect to be 

pursued by its stingers.   That comes with the territory when 

one makes a pledge to try to go that extra mile.   

But, in my case, all the negative was drowned out and 

paled in comparison to the continued and growing trust of the 

public I serve, and the administration I serve under.  Both lend 

me the strength to keep on going.  I am fortunate in that respect 

because I have people, even complete strangers, who come up 

to me to assure me that they believe that I did the right thing – 

and it is that kind of unconditional validation that helps keep 

me on the right path. 

 We all make hard decisions.  Whoever we may be, for as 

long as we live and breathe – especially in this day and age we 

live in, when the opportunity to make moral choices seem to 

scattered in every aspect of our lives – we will always have the 

chance to make hard choices.  And that’s when we ask ourselves 

whether we are willing and able to go the extra mile, or do we 

succumb to baser instincts and take the easy way out. 

At this very moment, in the midst of a controversy of 

constitutional proportions, we are all being asked to make a 

choice.  The Chief Justice of the Philippines, for the first time in 

our history, is being put on trial for allegations of betrayal of 

public trust and culpable violation of the Constitution.  As 

citizens of this country, who ordained and promulgated the 
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Constitution, it is our right and our duty to ask the difficult 

questions in order to ferret out the truth about the allegations 

against the person who is holding such a critical office in our 

government system.   

We have the choice to care or not to care; to listen or not to 

listen; to keep an open mind or not.  Whether we like it or not, 

the ongoing impeachment trial affects all of us.  It’s just a 

matter of whether we choose to be passive about it.   

But, make no mistake, if the impeachment process is to 

achieve the noble purpose for which it was conceived – which 

was to enforce the overriding and exacting constitutional 

principle that Public Service is a Public Trust, to which no one 

unworthy of the honor and privilege can claim a vested right – 

the public have to involve themselves.  In the end, it is not the 

Senators that the prosecution and the defense must convince, 

but the Filipino people.  You, me, us.   

There is so much wrong out there in the world – and they 

are being committed, at times, by the last people we could or, at 

least, ought to have imagined.  It pains me to hear fellow public 

servants and colleagues being implicated in – to put it mildly – 

“shenanigans”.  For better or for worse, my fellow public 

servants are my brothers and sisters in arms – my comrades in 

the fight against corruption, injustice and impunity.   When 

they betray the service, it is hard not be saddened or feel 

betrayed on a personal level.  This is true for me because I have 

dedicated my life to public service and, therefore, my work is, to 

a certain degree, something I take personally.  But, instead of 

feeling demoralized, I am heartened to realize that there is 

nothing wrong in the world that cannot be put aright if honest, 

hard-working and competent people work together. 
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Thus, we have to increase our ranks.   

And, thus, I would like to take this opportunity to ignite 

the fire of public awareness in each and every one present here 

tonight.  There is no room for apathy and even cynicism in a 

room full of people who commit themselves to Going the Extra 

Mile for Service.  This is the future of public service, wherein 

members of the public are willing to serve, as well as be served.   

Again, I thank the Rotary Club of San Juan GEMS of 

District 3800.   

This has been a very special event for me, and I have you 

all to thank for the honor.  You have asked me here tonight to 

share with you the lessons I have learned on my journey of 

service, and I hope you accept the personal words I have shared 

with you tonight in the spirit it was given – that of open sharing 

among kindred spirits.   

 


