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A very pleasant morning to all the men and women of the
Philippine National Police, who are here to join their colleagues in
the. Criminal Investigation and Detection Group celebrate their
59th Founding Anniversary.

I want to thank the leadership of the PNP, headed by Police
Director General Nicanor A. Bartolome, and the CIDG, led by
Director Police Samuel D. Pagdilao, Jr., for doing me the honor of
being invited to be the Guest of Honor and Speaker for the CIDG's
59th Founding Anniversary.



The men and women of PNP and I have charted nearly four
years worth of working history together. Though it may seem a
relatively short time, the different circumstances and different
capacities under which I forged those four years of working
history with you, to me, seems to make the relationship, not just
longer, but also more meaningful.

I would like to think that, over the years, regardless of
whether you first met me as the Chairperson of the Commission
on Human Rights, or now as the Secretary of Justice, we've always
considered each other as working on the same side, and towards
the same goal: the welfare of the Filipino people. Thus, the honor
you have given me by inviting me to be here today means that
much more to me, for I consider it not just a symbol of our mutual
respect for each other but, more importantly, that we place our
duty to our people above all considerations.

I am a big believer of the power of adversity. I have always
believed that nothing worth doing ever comes easy. The harder
our jobs are, it simply means the bigger and more important our
role in society is. And who, among our fellow public servants,
apart, perhaps, from the men and women serving in our armed
forces, face adversity in the most physical and palpable sense, on a
virtually daily basis, than the uniformed men and women of the
PNP and, among them, those serving under the CIDG? For what
could be a more constant source of adversity than the fight against
criminality?

No one in this country could doubt the sacrifice that each
and every one of you make every time you report for duty. Noone
can doubt the countless lives you have helped as you solve crimes
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and, thus, prevent more from being committed. We know that the
record is still far from perfect, but your accomplishments,
particularly in the last year, speak for itself.

We commend the effort of the CIDG,not just to solve crimes
but also to preempt them through different strategies, including
community mobilization and information operations. Indeed,
this is a most welcome paradigm shift from a tradition of reaction
to a more challenging future of crime prevention. We, in the
Department of Justice, and I myself, as Chairperson of the Inter-
Agency Council Against Trafficking in Persons (IACAT)
acknowledge and applaud the vital role and contribution that you
have played in the successful year we had in the fight against
human trafficking, which resulted in the removal of the
Philippines from the Tier 2 Watchlist of the United States
Department Trafficking in Persons Report.

More, what truly speaks volumes about the impressive year
you've had is the perceptible commitment to the protection and
respect for human rights and, along with it, the noticeably
lowering of the reported incidences of human rights violations
committed by members of the police force. We anticipate that
this will be the norm, rather than the exception in the years to
come.

We also recognize the intensified campaign against different
forms of internet-based crimes, especially those that victimize
children, through your "AngelNet" Project.

Moreover, I am most gratified to see the growing
commitment and contribution of the CIDG in this
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Administration's Campaign for integrity and honesty in the public
service. Perhaps this is one of the most difficult part of the
common marching orders that were handed down to us. And it is
a marching order. "Tuwid na Daan" is more than just a slogan.
On the one hand, it is an order given to us by our Chief Executive.
But that is all it is if we do not understand what it demands from
us. To be truly committed to the discharge of that order, we have
to make those three words "Tuwid na Daan" a personal
commitment.

Panata. Panata na ibinibigay natin sa ating Pangulo.
Panata natin para sa Bayan. Panata sa ating sarili.

The most difficult manifestation of this commitment, with
which I can deeply relate in light of the more recent controversies
concerning a vital agency under the Department of Justice, is the
call to police our own ranks, our colleagues, people that we
consider brothers and sisters in public service. It is a tough and
even painful thing to do to have to investigate one's fellow public
servants. Some who are less introspective might deem it a form of
betrayal, but the real betrayal is if we allow the few who are
corrupt to taint the whole institution. It's hard, but it has to be
done if we are to reclaim the integrity of our institutions, as well
as the honor and dignity of the honest men and women who are
blamelessly and unfairly being dragged into disrepute by the
selfish acts of those who don't deserve to call themselves public
servants.

It is under these circumstances, when we have to enforce the
accountability of the people we work with, that our mettle and our
commitment are most tested.
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That is adversity. And it is how we deal with it that we find
out, for ourselves, who we truly are. Do we fold? Or do we rise
above the circumstances and have the strength of character not
just to know what is right, but to also act on that knowledge? That
is the power of adversity. It can transform ordinary men and
women into "public servants", in the most important sense of the
term.

I know that the CIDG has had the opportunity to do this in
the previous year, when it played a vital role in the investigation
and eventual filing of charges against those who were involved in
the various nomalous procurement transactions in the PNP, and
the so-called "Fake Pensioner Scam."

Believe me when I say that I know how tough and
unpalatable that part of the job is. But, it is a matter of being
committed to the Tuwid na Daan, as well as being able to follow
the counsel of our own conscience.

Speaking of tough situations, it is no secret to you, or the rest
of the country for that matter, that our government is currently
going through processes that are truly novel. We are seeing, for
the very first time, the most apparent manifestation of how the
principle of check and balance involving the three branches of
government actually works. We are all expectantly awaiting each
and every development, for truly this is our Constitution and our
system of government at work, and we are all stakeholders in
these burning issues. But never forget that you, as police officers,
as members of PNP and particularly the CIDG, have to rise above
this situation. Do not get distracted, and do not allow these issues
to interfere with your most important duty, for criminality does
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not await our pleasure. Worse, it is not unlikely, and perhaps
even most probable, that there are malevolent elements and
forces in our midst, who are only too happy to take advantage of
any sign of weakness in us. So vigilance is still the order of the
day. Crime is crime, even if the Chief Justice is undergoing an
impeachment trial. Crime is crime, even if the Senate is now
convened as that sui generis Constitutional body called the
"impeachment court." Crime is crime, and it must be made to
pay. So, even as you have all the right to monitor the
developments in that arena, your mandate and your
responsibilities remain the same, and it is important that we not
lose focus of that.

It is but your good fortune that you are not alone in this
fight. As the theme for this celebration makes plain: the fight
against criminality is a shared responsibility between government
agents, represented most ably by the CIDG, and the community.
And the list of the awardees for this year's celebration itself proves
this point. It is representative of the contributions of the
members of the CIDG,the men and women who are to be honored
today as the CIDG Individual and Unit Awardees, as well as the
other civilian awardees, who represent the community and even
the media, and one of whom is a member of the DOJ's own
National Prosecution Service, Prosecutor Raymond Jonathan B.
Lledo.

That is the other power of adversity. It bridges gaps, it draws
warriors and advocates for a common cause together, and unites
them against a common enemy. In this case, criminality. It has
been said "adversity is the diamond dust that heaven polishes its
jewels with" (Leighton). If that is so, then I look forward to
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finding out what precious treasures, in the form of heroes and
worthy public servants, will be revealed and rewarded next year,
during the 60th anniversary of the CIDG.

Again, thank you for the honor and happy 59th Anniversary
to the CIDG!
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