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Maligaya at makahulugang Araw ng Kalayaan sa lahat
ng naririto sa Camp Brigadier General Oscar M. Florendo.

Buong puso kong- ikinalulugod na mabigyan ng
pagkakataong maipagdiwang .ang mahalagang araw na ito
kasama ng lahat ng magigiting at matatapang na kapulisan
na bumubuo ng Police Regional Office t (PROt) ng Philippine
National Police (PNP). I have, of course, PROt's Regional
Director, Police Chief Superintendent Franklin Jesus B. Bucayu
to thank for this wonderful opportunity. So, before anything
else, I would like' to thank him and the rest of the officers, men
and women of PROt for welcoming me so warmly today!

The fact that we are gathered here so early in the morning,
since just about an hour or so from first light, recalls to us the



meaning of the words "call of duty". These words, in the
context of today's celebration, reminds us of the need to take
some time to truly reflect on what they mean to each of us.

"Call of duty", "tawag 0 dikta ng tungkulin." Ang mga
katagang ito ay may malalim na kahulugan para sa lahat ng
kawani at opisyal ng pamahalaan na nagliling kod sa taong-
bayan. Subalit, ang mga katagang ito ay mayroon ring
naiibang pakahulugan pa~a sa bawat isa sa atin, lalong-Ialo
na sa ating mga itinuturing na bahagi ng ehekutibong sangay
ng pamahalaan. For us, these words come with a sense of
imperative constancy and consistency, a demand to be prepared
and on the alert twenty-four (24) hours a day, seven (7) days a
week.

You, of course, the brave men and women of the nation's
police force know this better than anyone. Day in and day out
you put on your uniforms,' you report to your posts, knowing
very well that you are placing yourself in harm's way all in the
name of so-called "call of duty" - the duty to serve and protect
people who, though undoubtedly deserving of the State's
protection, are nonetheless mostly strangers to you. Yet, you do
it anyway, without hesitation, without second thoughts.

It is because of this unique and virtually unparalleled
service from the civilian force that I am truly honored to be
spending the celebration of our 113th Independence Day here
with you.

If anyone living today deserves to be honored on this day,
it is people like you who daily and consistently answer the call
to protect our hard-earned independence and freedom.
Although it is our forebears and our honored heroes who laid
down the foundation for a free and independent nation, it is
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you who maintain, reinforce and add on to the structure they
built .. They may have been the architects and engineers who
envisioned a free Filipino people, but it is you who are the
carpenters who wield the tools to transform such vision into a
reality that each and every citizen can enjoy and experience.,

In keeping with this metaphor, allow me to take this a
little bit further by sharing a short anecdote about an elderly
carpenter who decided that he was ready to retire.1

, ~

One day, the carpenter told his employer-contractor of his
plans to leave the house-building business to live a more
leisurely life with his wife and enjoy his extended family. He
would miss the paycheck each week, but he wanted to retire.
They could get by.

The contractor was sorry to see his good worker go and
asked if he could build just one more house-as a personal favor.
The carp~nter said yes, but over time it was easy to see that his
heart was not in his work. He resorted to shoddy workmanship
and used inferior materials. It was an unfortunate way to end a
dedicated career.

When the carpenter finished his work, his employer came
to inspect the house. Then he handed the front-door key to the
carpenter and said, "This is your house ... my gift to you."

The carpenter was shocked!

"What a shame!" he thought. If he had only known he was
building his own house, he would have done it all so differently.

1http://www.refJeetions-online.netlen!stories 2.php (last accessed on 11 June 2011).
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.J And so it is with us, with all of.1you. Undoubted1y,{as
demanding, tiresome and, yes, dangerous, your chosen path is,

, there will be days when the temptation to be less diligent, less.
attentive in our duties could become overwhelming - yet, none
of us can afford such a luxury. We cannot, for a moment, afford
to render shoddy service for, as the oft-repeated saying goes,
the price of freedom is constant vigilance.

To forget this important lesson is tq.virtually court disaster
and tragedy that will not only cost innocent lives, but could, in
fact, rip apart the very fabric of our nation and our hard-fought
freedom.

Hence, the theme for our celebration today, "Kalayaan,
Paninindigan ng Bayan." Freedom is, indeed, something we
need to stand up for, to constantly fight for. In this sense,
therefore, we are all freedom fighters.

But what exactly are the forces that we fight in this day
and age?

Modern technology may have made certain aspects of our
lives simpler or faster, yet it has also amplified the impact of the
age-old foes of liberty and organized government, namely,
corruption, greed, intolerance, among others.

However, if I may, I would like to state that the greatest
threat to our independence is but one thing: and that is apathy.
Pagkakanya-kanya, pagkakawatak-watak. Sometimes we
take for granted that independence does not mean isolation.
On the contrary, to be truly independent, to be truly free, it is
important that we all work together.
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:'1 I remember very distinctly that it is on the basis of this ..1
very same concept that I first had the opportunity to work with
General Bucayu.

At that time, as Chairperson of the Commission on Human
Rights, I learned very quickly that the CHR's mandate of
ensuring the protection and respect for human rights cannot be
achieved by the efforts of the CRR alone. This realization made
us, in the CHR, that much more gratified by the parallel efforts

I

of PNP, through Gen. Bucayu and the PNP Human Rights
Affairs Office (HRAO). Under his leadership, concrete efforts
were made to educate police officers such as yourselves
regarding the need to make respect human rights an integral
part of the standard operating procedure of the police force as
the primary peace and order agents of the government.
Through the notable increase in transparency and sincere
cooperation between the PNP and the CHR - which previously

! ~'~sirnplyand independently discharged their functions as.the law t .

enforcement arm and the human rights monitoring arm of
government, respectively - my hope, as then Chairperson of the
CHR, for a more unified front in the fight against human rights
violations and the then prevailing strong culture of impunity
was kindled given reason to flourish.

Thus, I would now like to take this opportunity, not just to
thank him for his support for the cause of human rights, but
also for providing much-needed support for the cause of human
rights from within the very leadership of the PNP.

And that is precisely the key to fighting apathy:
Leadership.

Focused, sincere, strong-willed leadership.
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Leadership that is credible enough to rally a whole nation
towards a single cause.

This is what this current administration, under our
President, Benigno S. Aquino III, intends to provide in these
crucial times - a bright beacon to lead the nation out of the
shadows of corruption and moral degeneration, back on the
path towards re-building a society that has respect human
rights and is governed by the Rule of Law. Wh~re right is
might, and not the other way around.

In the last eleven and a half months, we have all done our
best to further our Chief Executive's ambitious cause and grand
plans for our collective future as a nation.

Looking back, it is with some measure of pride that we can
say. that, together, we have indeed made some headway -
whistleblowers, for instance, are finding our crusade against
rampant corruption in government credible enough that they
have started to come out of the woodwork to assist in the filing
and prosecution of cases against' erring public officials; more
and more ordinary citizens are expressing their faith in this
leadership through their show of trust and confidence; free
speech is alive and well once again as proven, ironically enough,
by the fearless way political pundits and critics now express
their opinions about all sorts of issues.

I, for myself, can say that the past months - though they
have indeed been full of challenges and surprises, both pleasant
and otherwise - gives us ample reason to celebrate because,
without a doubt, democracy and unity are concepts that have
not been given as much prominence in the last decade. Issues
are now being threshed out more on the basis of the merits of
competing views and arguments, and less on the basis of where
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the so-called balance of power leans, on numbers games or
political influence. Government is getting back to the business
of administering the affairs of the State in a responsible and
responsive manner, instead of being preoccupied in feathering
the nests of the elite and powerful few. Government is once
again centered on the welfare of the Filipino people, instead of
on furthering the vested interests of those elected or appointed
to power.

.
Ang pagbalik sa ganitong pamamaraan ng pamamahala

ay s'ya mismong paraan kung paano natin maipakikita ang
paninindigan natin para sa ating kalayaan. Sa gayong
paraan kasi nann masisiguro na alam ng taong-bayan na
karapat-dapat tayo sa kanilang tiwala at pagsuporta sa ating
mgaprograma at adhikain.

True, we all deal with the difficult situation of having to
meet extremely high expectations, as well as the considerable
task of having to fix the mess left behind by those who came
before us who, in addition, retain a' considerable amount of
political and economic influence. But that is where we can J:1elp
one another.

We, in the Department of Justice, would welcome a closer
working relationship with the Philippine National Police in
order to improve the performance of our criminal justice
system in general and, in particular, in the area of case build-up
for the prosecution of cases. We need to improve the state of
our crime incidence and conviction statistics, especially in the
more critical areas, such as human trafficking, drug trafficking,
kidnap-for-ransom cases, among others. What these cases have
in common is that they impair the development of the full
potential of our people and our community. Human trafficking,
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for instance, is 7a direct affront to the dignity that ought to be
accorded to all human beings; while the illegal drugs trade
corrupts the morals of otherwise healthy and productive
citizens.

We already have some mechanism in place for such
cooperation, particularly with regards to kidnap-for-ransom
and carnapping cases, for instance. Joint Task Forces have
been created, where the prosecutors of the DOJ's National
Prosecution Service and law enforcement agents such as the
PNP and the NBI, among others, are represented. What
tremendous progress and innovation would it be, going
forward, if we could come to some concrete, formal, more
encompassing and permanent arrangement for other cases as
well, where law enforcers and prosecutors could ably and
effectivelywork hand-in-hand in building cases.

This, my 'friends in the police force, is the time for unity J.- -

both in terms of purpose as well as action. Napakahalaga, sa
harap ng lahat ng problema at pagsubok na kapwa nating
hinaharap, na mapagkaisa nann ang ating pwersa upang
makamit natin ang mas marami at malawakan pang
tagumpay laban sa kriminalidad na patuloy na bumibiktima
sa ating mga mamamayan at komunidad. Ika nga,
napapanahon lamang na tayo ay magkaisa.

Muli, nagpapasalamat ako sa pagkakataong makasama
kayo ngayong araw na ito, at maibahagi ang aking mensahe
ng pagkakaisa patungo sa patuloy at walang-hangganang.
paninindingan para sa ating kalayaan.

In a country such as ours, wherein liberty and democracy
are our source of national pride, consolation, and inspiration,
we owe it to our people to put up a united and constant front,
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i'<?n which they can rely and have faith in, but we also owe it to a
ourselves to avail of the support and assistance that the other
can accord. Synergy is the key to the future of Philippine
governance. In the words of Dr. Stephen Covey, "[s]ynergy is
the highest activity of life; it creates new untapped alternatives; .
it values and exploits the mental, emotional, and psychological
differences between people."

. By tapping our respective agency's strategic strengths and, .
resources, we can help lead our country to, at least, another 100
years of independence.

Magkaisa nawa tayo tung0 sa isang malaya,
mapagpalaya at nagkakaisang bansa.

Patuloy sanang pagpalain an gating mahal na bansang
Pilipinas! Mabuhay ang kapulisan!

-.~! .- .
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