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Ladies and Gentlemen:

Mywarmest greetings to our friends from here and abroad
who took part in this vital training conference. It is with the
deep honor that I stand with you today at the conclusion of the
201i Training Conference of FBINAA Asia-Pacific. I
congratulate you all for the successful holding of this event. And
I thank you, our foreign delegates, for visiting our country.

On behalf of the Department of Justice and the
Government of the Republic of the Philippines, I would like to
thank the lecturers for sharing their invaluable expertise in law
enforcement and security, and the delegates for joining this
endeavor to increase capacity in defense of public safety and
public security.. I have no doubt that, through the work of the
past three days, we have laid the groundwork for broader
cooperation across nations and further victories over crime.



.1 On a lighter note, allow me to note that, as I understand it,
many of you brought your spouse along to the Philippines for
this occasion.

You probably think that was a great idea because, for you,
that's called "spending quality time together".

Your wives, though, probably have a different perspective
and 'agenda which, in the language of the intelligence
community, I understand, is referred to as "surveillance"., '

Come to think of it, at the end of the day, women do make
great intelligence officers.

Weren't some of world history's best known spies women?
Like the mysterious Mata Hari and the well-loved Edith Cavell.

And just to underscore the advantage that women have in
the intelligence profession, consider this: isn't the most famous
male spy,.-the British Secret Intelligence' Service. or M16's .1 .-

Illustrious James Bond, nothing more than a figment of Ian
Fleming's imagination?

But my purpose this afternoon is not to extol the mark that
women have left in the field of intelligence gathering.

Rather, I have come here to do two very important things.

First, to thank you.

, Second, to underscore once more the importance of the
theme adopted by this training conference: that of bringing the
cooperation among our nations in the field of law enforcement
to the next level.

Hence, to my first task.

To all of you, I say, "thank you".
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Thank you on behalf of the government of the Republic of
the Philippines. .

Thank you on behalf of the people of this country, of the
Asian region, and of the world.

For what reason, you may ask. We thank you for giving
the world a reason to sleep soundly.

We sleep soundly because we know there are men and
women in the law enforcement service who make sure that the
design of evil men are not consummated.

We sleep soundly because there are men and women like
you who, quite often, forgo sleep altogether in order to make
sure that criminal operations are given no quarters or even a
moment's reprieve.

Again, thank you for--givingthe good citizens sound and
peaceful sleep, and for giving those who are otherwise plenty of
reasons to lose sleep over.

Now, as far as Director Magtanggol B. Gatdula's National
Bureau of Investigation (NBI) is concerned, I would like to tell
the men and women working with him of my highest respect
and admiration for all of you - sentiment that I am certain is
shared by the rest of our countrymen.

I intend, of course, to follow in the footsteps of the NBI's
success.

Let me go now to my second task.

In its endeavor to protect the natural dignity of their
people and further their general welfare, governments today
face an array of challenges that our predecessors never
anticipated.
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A hundred years ago, anarchist groups were already
known and recorded to have terrorized governments with a
wave of assassinations and bombings carried out against high-
value targets like CzarAlexander III.

Yet, fin de siecle (fan-de-se-'e-kel) counter-terrorism could
never have foreseen or imagined the bloodbath that was 9/11,
nor the existential threat posed by terrorists who might wield
non-conven~ional weapons. '

Twenty years ago, hackers were already penetrating
networks to optain classified or personal data; but only science
fiction could predict the facility with which malefactors in
today's wired world could go "phishing" - which is a way of
acquiring sensitive information such as usernames,
passwords and credit card details by masquerading as a
trustworthy entity in an electronic communication1 - and sell
stolen content near the speed of light.

Modern technology has, indeed, accelerated the tempo
and increased the options of contemporary life, but crime has
likewise benefited from these advances.

Against these new challenges, governments must innovate,
not only as to their means and methods, but also, and more
fundamentally, on the framework of their laws and the
orientati()n of their policies.

As seen in the lectur~s of former Secretary Gilbert Teodoro
and Dr. Clarita Carlos, combating transnational crime requires
that governments transcend the atomistic international order
crafted at Westphalia through increased cooperation and
interdependence. Likewise, the sheer scale of certain forms of
crime, ,such as international terrorism and maritime piracy,
requires a heuristic approach to the distinctions among law

1http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electronic communication; last retrieved 26 May 2011.
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enforcement, military force, intelligence gathering, and internal
security, as we have gleaned from the lectures of Mr. Thomas
Dover.

Therefore, the challenge we now face is two-fold: first,
across societies, we must effectively combat emergent forms of
crime, especially transnational crimes, without compromising
our adherence to natural justice or jeopardizing our protection
of civil liberties. For, indeed, while governments must endeavor
to protect the innocent, they must never adopt a utilitarian
calculus that would sacrifice human dignity for social
advantages or an authoritarian approach that punishes freedom
for the abuse of freedom.

As for the second, allow me to make another reference to
Ian Fleming's most famous creation - a reference to Bond.
James Bond.

If you are more than 25 years old, you would be familiar
with Agent Double. "0" Seven. And.you would recall that Mr.
Bond, as a fictional law enforcement character, epitomized the
"lone wolf' or "solo flight" strategy. He worked alone, he did his
job best by his lonesome.

I believe that the "solo flight" strategy was what made him
the perfect fiction character. Fictional, because that is not the
way it works, or ought to work, in real life.

In real life, we speak of "teamwork". We work as part of a
team. The law enforcement process is teamwork. The entire
justice process from investigation, to prosecution, to conviction,
to incarceration is teamwork. And teamwork is what makes that
process of justice incomplete without the participation - the
active participation - of the community.

It's not Mr. Bond we are looking for today. We can't use
one who takes on the world of evil by his lonesome. The third
challenge, therefore, is to develop and train law enforcers and
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law enforcement agencies who are willing and able to work as a
team. We are looking for teamwork as precise and seamless as
the Navy Seal Team Six, which is widely credited as the elite
special forces military team that killed Osama Bin Laden.

We need better teamwork. Because those who mock and
defy our laws are working with better precision, with more
sophisticated technologies, and have been crossing
international borders with impunity in the perpetration of their.cnmes.

They have access to huge war chests that, for all intents
and purposes, appear to the rest of the world as bottomless. We
can match their resources only with our resolve, our teamwork
and our commitment to providing the world with sound,
peaceful sleep.

Within government, we must create a framework that
would allow close cooperation among agencies on emergent
threats without effacing.their primary mandates or weakening
their capacity to respond' to more established challenges.
Globally, the militarization of police forces and the increased
use of security assets against non-state threats, to 'cite two
examples, demonstrate that the emerging heuristic approach to
law enforc~ment and security issues requires not merely ad hoc
arrangements but the formulation of new policies and the
creation of new institutions.

Yes, teamwork.

And I believe that is precisely what we have built in this
training conference.

My friends, count me in. I am part of this international
team.

More than that, the Government of the Philippines as a
whole, especially under the Reform Administration of President
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Benigno S. Aquino III, has decisively answered this three-fold
challenge by mandating new structures for inter-agency
cooperation on security and law enforcement issues and by
reforming the procedures and personnel of government in
accordance with the rule of law. While we cannot deny that the
struggle against crime will continue, despite manifold
achievements both domestically and internationally, we firmly
believe that, through the amplified use of new technologies,
through the exchange of best practices and hard-won
experiences, and through a strategic reconfiguring of
government actions-in short, through the expertise and
cooperation manifested at this Training Conference-we will
succeed in crafting a regime of order in which our people can
live free from the wo'rst crime and achieve the common good.

Tonight, I will go home and sleep soundly and peacefully. I
have good reason to do so. The reason is this: that I just met up
with the team that helps the good citizens of the world slide into
easy slumber; a team that takes to heart the world's call to
vigilance. +, ," l~~ .

"Let the sentinels on the watch-tower sleep not, and
slumber not."2 .

Thank you.

2 Credited an article in the May 2, 1833 edition of The Virginia Free Press and Farmers' Repository.
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